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By what Stroke of Providence i it was that the 6 
of this NARRATIVE borate: icquainited, i 
this Muller of Iniqudty.. „ 7 


The unwearied Diode by him made uſe of to of 
to the Bottom 3 
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To THE 


P UB 1 1 GON 
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N order to render the following Narrative 
more acceptable to the reader, I for a long 
time ſolicited ſeveral gentlemen, eminent for 
their writings, for their aſſiflance.—Some ex- 
cuſed themſelves for want of leiſure, and ſome 


were for exacting ſuch terms, as were not in 


power 4 comply with; whilſt others, of leſs 


avarice, though of more ambition, were for re- 


lating it in a manner, I own, I could not com- 


prebend, i. e. in verſe. 


 Aﬀter much fruitleſs fatigue, I at length de. 


liſh it without any other aſſiſtance, . and without 


40 


to recom it, 


As the Criminals, bo are the ſubjefts of 
this relation, were entire Strangers to me, 1 
could have no malice to them, whatever I bad 

5 5 | „ 
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px advantage than plain Truth, ſimply 


, — 


— 


S- 


' termined, by the advice of my friends, to pub= _ be 
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to thi Shes. The duty of my office. ab 
led me into this todiour Enquiry ; and as an S. 
neſt man, I could not afterwards decline it. 


j 


I jhould be fry, if my endeavours to Jring | 
theſe Taigr-MAKERS 70 juſtice, ſbauld prove 
——_ Ibe means of bringing the leaft odium upon the 
3 honeſt Tiigale or any way tend to be 
ry diſcouragement of . the apprebending thoſe da- 
1 ring and deſperate Felons, which at all Times 
ſo polarity infeſt this great e *% * 


The laudable meaſures, which tipo worthy 
1 for the County of Middleſex 

o prevent villains from eſcaping the Arms of 
Tutice, without ſuffering the Apprehenders of 
them to give evidence, will, J hope, be 86. | 
curity to the Public againſt both ere 


Whatever Iabours I haue undergone, 1 PR ; 
never think my Time A in * Service f 


the PUBLIC. 5 
\ | ANG w 
Deptford, June | F aach th 
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portiori to the i | 
ſuppreſſion of robberies,' not for making of thieves. --- + - 
As the ſeveral Inſtances in the ſequel of this Narra-/ 


tive are deſigned toſhew to what an 1 £ 
this thief-making art has been carried, it 1s preſumed ĩt 


. ornament, truth; "inſtead of beauty an 
file, a plain relation of the different fucts, juſt as the 


1 
TF convidting poor friendlefs lads who ne- 

RA 
7 CY (that is, as far as I could trace it) about 
twenty years ago ;'fincewhich, it has 
deen carried on in ſome degree of pro- 
ncreaſe of the Rewards deſigned for the 


will not be difagreeable to the public in general, nor 0 


the much injured part of them in particular, to be in- 


- 


formed of the means made uſe of, and the wonderful 


manner by which this practice hag'been diſcovered, and 


how ſome of the actors therein haye*been brought to 


uniſhment, that is, fuch a 


1 laws of 
ngland can ĩuffict, though far 


ar AY 
the goodneſs of my intention bear od dated of 


happened ; this being the method taken by me to a7 
open to the public ſuch Scenes of Villainy as were ne- 
ver known to be er e the 
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ver were thieves at all, was introduced 


ſhort of their demetits. 
25 e reader, I flatter myſelf will be ſo indul 


mee" of 
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them, and can ſafely 9 —— 


vine providence, that has ſo plainly and ſo — nf 
conducted this whale affair through ſo many difficulties, 


I would not be underſtood to. 
who takes a thief, is a diſhoneſt man, far from it, or . 
certainly that man who takes a, real thief, with an ho- 


way] and 
that, and 
trap or extort confeſkon_ from the poor wretches when 


- Payable by the act of parliament made for the encou - 
ragement of the apprehending of highwaymen) many 


— 


ced, commended and rewarded. men, who. have ſt 
feſſed and ptoved, that * have ſollowed the ET ; 
of thief-taking.; but how 


FI EY 


"2 A true. aud faithful. Na rrative, He. f 


. world ; and this I ſhall do, notwithſtanding” it 
draw upon me the reſentment af all well-wiſirara the/ | 


thief-taking trade; of whom, my L have. great 
hopes that the numbers at preſent ut ſmall, 'yet 1 
know that. their reſentment is g-keen, but. 


thank God I am no ways afraid of ——— 


and brought ſuch a multitude of incidents to concur to 


make the guilt of theſe, the ſcandal to human nature 
and enemies to-mankind;- appear as plain as the ſun * 
ngon-day. Without this it Would not have been 

ble to bre convicted them, as they could have ha the” 


aſſiſtance of their friends, and witneſſes in abundance, 


to prove whatever they had oocaſion to prove, as wa 


plain by the evidence that Mary Cary gave, *-wha L af 
terwards tried and convicted peur tho? with ſome 


leave to- obſerve, | 
that every man 


5 difhculty. 


Before I proceed any farther, 1 


neſt intention of ſerving the public (when it falls in his 
es no evidence, but the truth, and bargly .. 
extraordinary methods to enſnate, en- 


Y have taken them, i is, I think highly to be commen- 
of the great rewards. 


r 7 


Wich this view (without ſpeaking 


eminent gentlemen. hang. heretofore greatly cauntenan- at 


the monſters ho are the cc 
immediate occaſion of this narrative, and, a | 
ny more whom I could name, have 


at ma- It. 
rom the tk 


above rule ; how little they have deſer ved. to be coun- by 
tenanced by the aforeſaid | 


d gentlemen, the-fallowing, ace, 


count will clearly demonſtrate; and. inſtead of bes 
countenanct 


\ dee the ſeſſion· paper for July1 756, p. 261, 
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ee 


ſchemes of ſwearing away the lives of the innocent asd 
defrauding the public of the rewards: 
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eduntenanced, ＋ wonder indeed hay been at the 


on of | their reign, and the ſucceſs they have met 


eſpeciaſly as ey have been long ſuſpected, and 
ſome of thoſe ls are now in cuſtody twice detected (as 


will appear - gant never hefore'this time ſuffici=" | 


ently proſecuted, 
A very worthy and vi magiſtrate for the county 
of Middlefex * has pubhſhed to the world, that Thomas 


Blee, the very perſon who has beer: the foundation of alt 
my enquiries, and the means whereby I traced them to 
their ſpring or fountain-head, that this very Thomas Blee, 
who was evidence againſt Macdaniel and the reſt, came 
to Mr. Pieldin ſoon after his Majeſty's proclamation of 
an 100k, for t prehending of ſtreet-robbers Was 
publiſhed'; and off ered to' make an information, n — 4 | 
brought*at information drawn up; in whict ft was 
forth, that Macdaniet and others had obtained tw 
bundred and' eighty pounds as rewards for hanging k d 
meh titration n, that wotthy magiſtrate thought” 
l on, A 
fit to reje, very unfortunately fox the public'; for Hack 
he attended to it, his great wiſdom and tration, 
muſt certainly Have led him to a fulff diſcovery of thoſs 
practices at that timè; ant the unfbrtunate poor Kidden 
(whoſe name I ſhall hereafter have occaſſon to ſpeak 
would have eſcaped their clutches'; but ſo it Was, that 
theſe villalns were ſuffered” ſtill to go on in their wicked 


But there & reaſons beſides this, which added to 
their ſucceſs, aud contfibuted to the duration of their 
practices, firſt, the fear that mankind wore. under to 
attempt to interpoſc, for it muſk certainly be very de- 
ſtructive to the peace and quiet of every honeſt K dare 
mind to he liable to be hatrafſed with law-fuits'(ast 
could have witneſſes to prove any thing) or to be cu 


lack d, of to Toſe his Hife or limbs by them, . 5 


they had an ob rtunity; or to have Hl character a 
by every art y t they or the Devil bimſelf couldinyent,: 


rang. pin o proven ebene, pap h h 


A true and faithful Narrative, Sc. 
_ as there is an example now before the public in the caſe 
of Long Ned and Stanley, thief-takerrs. 
And ſecondly it is certain, that a great many, -who it. 
is preſumed, had it in their power to detect them, got 
money by them, and therefore would not be diligeat:to- 
diſcover their wicked ſchemes. Nag 
hut to proceed. In tracing their Tranſactions s 1 
find, that various have been the projects by them mad 
uſe of to accompliſn their deſigns; and ſometimes the 
have been hardy enough to ſwear a robbery againſt on, 
or more lads, who never were near the place they ſwors 
them to be at; as was the caſe of Alexander an 
Pritchard, and of Baily and Swannick, the one bein 
almoſt 20 years ago, the other 8, which will be inſer- 
ted in the courſe of this Narrative; but as Berry and his 
companions were then detected, it made them more 
wary, and they found. it neceſſary always to get the 
victims to the place under ſome pretence or other, and 
then they could ſwear the robbery whether any was 
done or not. In order thereto they uſed to employ a 
perſon of ſome. art, and a confederate of | theirs, to in- of 
troduce himſelf into the company of thoſe unfortunaw* 
and thoughtleſs poor creatures (deſperate and artful vik 8 
lains they ſeldom meddling with) and who had. bee 
tried for ſmall offences at the Old Baily and acquitted. 
At this, place it was, that the thief-takers conſtantly 
attended, that. they might have an opportunity of fix- 
ing their eyes upon and becoming perfectly acquainted 
with their mark, the wretch whom they had pointed 
qut tor deſtruction; whence well might it become a 
ſaying, when one of thoſe poor creatures was diſchar- 
ged from the Old Baily, that they ſhould be ſure of him 
again in a ſeſſions or two, for it was impoſſible to eſcape 
the ſnares laid for them: The mark fixt, this agent or 
confederate of the thief-takers or thief-makers, which 
ou pleaſe to call them, being well inſtructed, gets 
Lin f into the unhappy creatures company, treats 
them with victuals and drink, and kr Ba" Wh take 


* 


% 
N 1 


an airing together in the evening, and himſelf commits 
a robbery on any perſon that ſhall happen to come in his 
way, ſometimes with, and ſometimes without the know- 


ledge 


doe the ſeſſion paper for May, 1785. 
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ledge of him, or them ho are to be ſworn againſt; 
the robbery being done, the confederate draws his com- 
panion to a certain place, (if in Black Boy- alley the bet- 

ter, that ſpot being famous for thieves at that time) or 
to dme lodging, as before agreed on, where the reſt $f 
the thief-takers at proper time come and ' appreherid 


- Arue and faithful Narrative; Gr. 35 


them together, theirown confederate and all; to whom 


they appear to be entire ſtrangers, and they are all cat- - 


ried before a juſtice,'where't ” have art enough to get 
te 


their own companion admit 


they, and the proſecutor, whom they take care to find 


out, con victs the unhappy. wretch ; and the evidence 5 


confederate, comes in for part of the reward, and then 
ſets up for a thief-taker himſelf, and employs others in 
the poſt he has through ; this is quite a different 


deri vation of a thief-taker- to that which ſome le 


deduce them from, and indeed different from what 


fome of them really are; for on enquiry, I find, that 
ſeveral of thoſe who were tried and found yuilty of the - 
reſrue at the gate-houſe, and ſentented to rind three - 
years impriſonment in Newgate (where no doubt they re- 


ceived a good education) did, after their times were ex- 
pired, ſet up for themſelves, and follow the trade of 
thief-taking. ® © 22 2 


But to proceed, I find many inſtances where ſome. * 
times two, three, or four boys have been drawn into 


be preſent at a ſham houſe-breaking, and then appre- 
hended by the thief-takers ; the confederate (as is agreed 
turns evidence) convicts the others of a burglary, and 
gets forty pounds. apiece for the number of convicts; 
and this he does with ſuch artfulneſs as to deceive the 
court; to whom they all appear to be ſtrangers. 

Some of theſe unhappy creatures have been trepanned 


by. remarkable goods being · ꝓut in a window, ſome by a 


porket-piece, or other pieces of money being mark'd 
and put ina till; to either of which the decoy-duck, 
aa I may call him, leads his companion, takes the goods 


and then carries them to an appointed place to diſpoſe - 


of the things ſtolen, where he knows they are to be 
ſtopt. And in order to ley thy contrivance under a ſtill 
dy 3 


| ſtronget 
ee ſeſſions paper, Feb. 1750. 
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| an evidence, and, the 
next ſeſſions, which is generally in a day or two, he, 


6A uus and ſoinful Narrative, (Cc. 
ſtronger covering, the apprebender adyertiſeth in ſame 


one or more of the public papets, ſuch.and ſuch gt 
with ſuch marks, ſtopt; in order as he would bave it 
thought, to come at the owner, though himſelf and 


goods and the owner, were all perſeciſy well ac 4 


fore. N Ss 95 
This hath generally had- the effect deſired, viz. to 
make the caſe of him who has ſtopt the goods appear 
clear and fair in the eyes of the court. And in. order 
more ſurely to prevent a diſcovery of ſuch wicked ma- 


chinations, thoſe exploits were generally pet formed a 


day or two before the“ ſeſſions or aſſizes (as I have juſt 
now noticed) which made it next to impoſhble for the 


friends of thoſe victims (if they had any) to diſcover 


the contrivance until too late. As for what. the poor 
creatures themſelves ſaid, it ſtood for nothing, Ache 
they loudly declared their innocence, and with their 
4955 breath would acknowledge th . die ior 
the ſins of an ill ſpent life, — Ty 
nocent of the fact for which they ſuffered. .. - 


} 


being a> | 


I find likewiſe, as they advanced in their practice, 


. they. made improvements, and as it ſometimes became a 
diff culty to get an agent or decoy-duck that would ven- 


ture to put his liſe in the power of the law, for fear that 


| after the robbery was done (which at firſt was done π a 


ranges) ſome other perſons, not in the ſecret, might 
apprehend them firſt, and then the agent might be hang- 


ed for company; and an other inconveniency attended 
it, which was, that the proſecutor or perſon robbed, 
came in for part of the reward; therefore to remedy 


. that, one of their own confederates was to be the -perian 
. Fobbed, and the agent was to draw in one, two, or 
more to take a walk under different pretences, and then 
to rob his acquaintance, who was placed there on pur- 
poſe, with ſome remarkable. $; this done, the 
thief-takers were to apprehend thoſe that were to be 


hanged for it, but the agent was to eſcape : And whe- 


ther thoſe thus decoyed, conſented to the robbery gr 


not, it was ſufficient that they were preſent, and the 


 thisf-takers could ſwear the reſt. And it was always _ 


agreed, that if the agent or decoy-duck was taken up 
by any information of the others in cuſtody, which in- 
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A trut-and faithful Narrative, &. 
bed te took the beſt care they could to prevent, ſor 
the · ſaĩd t never let his companions know the right - 
place he lived at; but if by chance it did ſo happen. 
then the proſecutor on being ſent for was to declare on 
oath (if, needful) that he was not the perſon that robbed 
him, and therefore he muſt of courſe be diſcharged, and 
the perſon who accuſed him incur an increale of appa - 

rent guilt, for accuſing an innocent man: all that he 
could ſay to the contrary gaining no belief. 8 
The reader will perhaps think I have charged thoſe - 
wretches with Crimes that no man could, however 
degenerated, be guilty of; and be apt to chink with 
the old Romans, who, if I am not miſtaken, had no - 
law. to puniſh a ſon for killing His. father, becauſe + 
they did — think that any ſon could be fo wicked; >, Wil 
but when, they ſhall reed the following matters df fact. 898 
they will then conclude, that I have not ſaid more or 
them than they have been guilty of. I ſhall now enter 
the ular account of thoſe-notorious wretches 
Macdaniel, Berry, Salmon, Eagan, and Mary Jones, 
9 r 
a „ Au 4. 2 4. received informa- 
tion from Mr. H - > ans of he conſtables © 
of the pariſh. of Greeawich, that he had been to con- 
vey to Maidſtone „ John. Ellis and Peter Kelley, 
 commitged by Joſe Bell, Eſq; for robbing one James | 
Salmon, a Breeches-maker on the high-way, in the | 
pariſh. of 'St. Paul, Deptford, in the county of Kent, in 
company of one Thomas Blee, not then Ns jt ogy wk 
2 deſcription of whom, Mr. Sargeant taken from 
Kelley, in his way to „ with kc aro where to 
find him the ſaid Blee, viz. near Mr. Dickenſou's bret - 
houſe in Black -Boy-alley 3 but which directions after- = 
wards appeared to be falſe, Blee having given it to che 
ſaicl Ellis and Kelley, that they — one elſe by their 
directions, ſhould find the right of his abode. 
Mr. Sargeant told me likewiſe at the ſame time, that 
as ſoon as he came back from Maidſtone, one Ralph 
Mitchell (a Man, eminent in the Thief-taking way, and 
a particular gequaimance of Macdaniel) very 7 | 
came in his way, and to whom Mr. 
* ITS, of * Blee, GN him it would be e 
B 4 Jobb 
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A true and faithful Narrative, Scr. 
jobb for him to apprehend the ſaid Bee; Mitchell + | 
ſeemingly embraced the offer, took the direction, and 
—ͤ— to uſe his endeavours to a him, and 
went away, but returned in a ſhort time, and aſked Mr. 
Sargeant who the -_ were that took Ellis and Kelley 
(though it is prefamed he well knew) to which Sargeant 
replied, he did not remember his or their names; on 
which Mitchell faid, was it Macdanie} ? and being an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, he replied, that he would have 
nothing to do with it, returned the papers afid went his 
* ., Way. £o BY. "7+ 7.9 1 E 
8 N. B. This was on Saturday, Auguſt 3, and as I af- 
terwards found, Mitchell dined with Macdaniel on the 
Sunday (Bee being preſent) and on the Monday morn- 
ing came and told me that he had been the day before 
to look for Blee but could not find him, for that he was 
foo away; |" e e (5-2) rf 
Tbis diſcourſe with -Sargeant being ended, I aſked 
him why he himſelf did not go and take bim, for that 
thought he ought to be taken by ſome-body ? his an- 
ſwer was, Black-boy alley was à very dangerous place 
for any Man to go into, and that he did not like to be a 
* 'Fhief-taker, or words to that purpoſe, and that he 
would have nothing to do with it: On which I propoſed 
going myfelf, if he would go with me, this he readily 
agreed to, and as we had both buſineſs in London the 
next day, being Menday, we agreed to meet in Weſt- 
Smithfield ; where being met, and Sargeant's bufineſs 
not being done, I undertook to go and find the profe- 
_ cator; who, according to the account given of himſelf 
when he entered into recognizance; and of which 1 
- had taken care to inform myſelF at Greenwich; was, 
that he was a leather - dreſſer and breeches-maker, and 
ved on Saffron-hill {which proved afterwards to be 
- falle, agreeable fo what I have before intimated, viz. 
that it was always their practice never to give the right 
Place of their abode) I went, not doubting but that! 
mould find him, and that he was a man of eredit. 
But after making the ſtricteſt iry that could be 
made about Saffron- hill, Hatton - wall, and places adja- 
cent; and amongſt all the breeches- makers and leather 
dxeſſers thereabouts, I found he did not live; neither 
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A true and faithful Narrative, Cr. 9 
was he known there 3 at laſt I was informed that a 
breeches-maker lived in Shoe- lane, to which place Þ © 
went and found him ; I informed him that I had got 
ſome account of Blee, the third perſon that robbed him, 
and that if I took the ſaid Blee, I ſhould ſend for him 
to proſecute. He ſeemed, as I thought, much con- 
founded and trembled, but faid he would go with me to 
take him, but did not ſay he knew him: I have ſu 
ſed ſince, that if we had ſeen Blee, he would have ſaid 
that it was not he that robbed him, and therefore he 
muſt be ſet at liberty; however, Salmon and I went toge- 
ther to Sargeant in Smithfield, and from thence, going 
toward Black boy: alley, 1 e it would not be pro- 
per for Salmon to go wich us, I therefore leſt him at a 
public houſe in Chick - lane, and went into Black · boy- 
alley to enguire - for Blee; and altho* the whole affair 
look d very a I did not ſuſpect Salmon att 
that time: But after making all the enquiry there, and: 
in places adjacent, that. prudence directed, I was led, 
by providence. to à public houſe on Saffron-hill, near; 
the end of Chick-lane ; and aſking the landlord, if. he 
knew one Thomas Blee, he anſwered yes, and. that he, 
lived or lodged in Scroop's-court in Holborn; with one 
Macdaniel, and was often im his company. 


niel apprehended Ellis and Kelley, and Was thus inti- 
mately. acquainted with. Blee, the perſon that robbed- 
with. Ellis and Kelley, it muſt be a-- contrived robbery, 
and done on purpoſe to con vict Ellis and Kelley; in or- 
der to get the reward given by act of parliament. 
This and the other N already mentione 

concurred to confirm me in this opinion ; to Which I 
ſubjoined, that the place where the robbery was com- 
mitted, was juſt within the limits of the Greenwich 
ſubſcription, which. would. entitle them to 40 l. extra- 
ordinary. On this 1 concluded it would. not be proper 
to go to,Macdaniel to afk for Blee, nor yet to have any: 
thing more to ſay to Salmon the proſecutor, excepting; 
the telling of him, that we could not find Blee. 1 % 
I thought I had ſaid too much to him already, however, 
it lad this good effect when Blee was afterwards taken 
privately, theſe Thicf-takers could not believe it, becauſo 


On which it immediately ſtruck me, that as Macda- 
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| 3 and Mr. Sargeant and 1 agre 


Bim, and having no deſeripuon but that given of 
had altered his dreſs, I determined to get the afliſtance of a 


man, he readily promiſed, and adviſed us to come again 
the next day, which we did, being Thurſday the 8th, 


- abouts, and particularly Macdaniel, for. his part he was 
to ſhew Blee to us, he would if he could. 
| to ſtagger, ſome of our Reſolutions, and particularly 


- would bear me company. 
We agreed to meet at 


23.7 8 | proceeded 
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Salmon was not fent for, and they concluded zee, 
elſe could ſwear to him. 
Thus we thought it woukl be an Inflaace of utmoſt 


prudence to counteradt thoſe vileſt ef villains, RY uſing 
our conſtant endeavours privately to take Blee, in order 
og nog any 


en the Wedneſday following, 
which we | 
of Greenwich, who alſo went rn 1 
endeavoured -likewiſe to furniſh myſelf with a warrant . 
againſt Blee, but in vain, Ellis and Kelfey's aecountef 
him not being upon oath, and after making great ſearch - 
and enquiry for the ſaid Blee, and not being able to find | 


by Ellis and Kelley, and we having reaſon to think 


man in the neighbourhood, who upon enquiry, I foun 
to know him, in order for him to ſhew us the | 
Blee; which on. my mentioning my requeſt to the 


but our friend was not able to perform his promiſe; 
and after ſpending that day to no purpoſe, our agent 
adviſed us to come again the next morning very 

for he ſaid he had feen him, but as he was a fort of 's 
Thief-taker, and as there were ſo many of them there 


afraid to meddle with them; but as he had promiſed 
| Meeting thus with ſo many diſcouragements, it began 


Mr. Sargeant, who thought our fiend bad betrayed us, 
therefore declared he would go out no more after him, 
but I perſiſting that if nobody elſe would I would go by 
myſelf, fo long as T had the leaſt hopes of findi Ni, 
in this I was ſeconded by My. Warren, who be 


Uppernatie: te, 
four o'clock next morning, it being near 2 


Wwe parted that gt 3 being „ agreement, we 
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with him to hunt after Her, ſerſt, 3 then to 
Hatton-Wull, Ha 
— g towirds fs 
w could go co, in 
, at the aher end of the fret, 
who afer polming him ont to ing, perm wp! a” 
kepr on or way milo mew -. + 
= fad who; as F would, an. ä 
cordingly did, with the ueſt readineſs make a ful! 0 
and char diſc of all moſe ſeuret contrivandes made 
ofe of to ſeduce nis and Nene) 10 be in m- 
mitting a and afterwalds to bers Terra 
ſhare” the” rewards; which wil! move fully in 
the inrmarions hereunte annexed. As won a8 we had” 
taken him we made ' for che wacerfde, took | 
boat, anck went thre” drag o Greenwich, and by the << 
bacle ways to thy wateh-hoaſe, where we pur him He 
dack part, as the moſt ſetvet and ſecure; unt wet cout + . - 
get him examine — Juſtice Bell ; who was : 
ready and: willing” w gie us alt the afiftances in 
power to forward the of {6 aeoniinon * — 
of * a but as che insormatſon itfelf win be in 
ſorted! amin n of all ne 
other witneſs; which I - to give rhe publio, it 
ſuffietth-in'thiis/ptace wfay; thr Ber bead John Ber. | 
ry, Stephen Maddanidl; Jane Eagum, and fare „ 
mon; ak the fole-contrivers” of -this robbery, to & 
John Elis and Peret Kelley; in order to ges the TRA 
Here I cannot lelp faking notiee, in ju Kew Rar, 1 
order that the rei Mu give him ſome credit, cut. 
Wicked aui ahandeted as his pat Ie wwe bee I. = 
novdy yet the ſtricteſt enquiry, have had the let 
— pes lie wet) in any! of _ 


* * Blee's-informatiodiwas: taken apainf choſe vil- 
liding proce doubry arbſeay to the manner of proceeding 
age luſt them and there® great ieee of 
much dituty, and very” great td Urin th& of  — 
fende to puniſhment : This did not deter us from being 
reſolved to do the beſt we could to puniſh ſuch notorious 
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12 A true and faithful Narrative, Sc. 
ren and myſelf, agreed to aſſiſt each other to 
and proſecute thoſe monſters ; but, as 88 
of the Greenwich ſubſcription were . to be 
cheated by this wicked ſcheme ; I did a «n= oþ 
fotos of then, with a deſire that they be pleaſed 
to take this proſecution into their own — and em- 
ploy a fit perſon to conduct it, as the expence and difi- 
culties attending it, appeared much too great for private 
people to bear; but that was declined, and I was leſt 
to ſtruggle with thoſe difficulties in the-beſt manner I 
could, or wholly to deſiſt, and leave ſuch villainy to re- 
main unpuniſhed,' and the perpetrators of it to the repe- 
tition of their old practices; this I was determined not 
to do, and had refoly'd if all the world forſook me, to 

rely upon that providence which brought me into this 
affair, to conduct me to the end of it. 


During this time, Blee by his on.defire, and for the | 


—— Berry, Maedaniel, &c. from knowi 


that Blee had ſaid and 
was true, for altho' Blee was rifly — by Juſtice 
Bell to ſay nothing but the truth, 2 I was 838 to 


2 
i ay a- 
was 


ER , and the. treaſurer of that able 
e IR Ins NIeE gant: 


J 1 A rep af cl. e 0. king of Thins 
Tottenham divifion.. , 


could ſwear 


7 


A true and Faithful Narrative; Sr. | 
committed by Ellis, Kelley, and Blee: 8 ou 


ſons concerned therein; and all that Blee ſaid 
to the unfortunate Kidden, and the difficulties I m 
meet with in proceeding againſt thoſe 


of thoſe in the ſubſeription, 
late, that they were 
caſe, and therefore be, did enquire thoroughly into this 
affair, and to do him- juſtice,. me great Os 
with his advice — the _ 8 


did- ful ſuſpect when it was too 


ing ace on Salmon: and Blee was — ta 


Maidſtone goal to give evidence a 
took care not to ſend him, but 


Ellis. and Peter F pins prone 
was to be taken net to let. them (the [Thief-takers) 
_ eſcape-: This, method I determined to purſue, but was 
very five, that if Macdaniel, Berry, Salmon, 


Eagan, or any of their friends ſhould hear that Blea 


een. db would none of them appear at the 
—— Macdaniel, . ad evaded 
being bound over to proſecute, and Berry who was no 
evidence; for. Salmon, and Eagan's evidence, as they: 


2 the — would be ſufficient to convict the 
without the two aforementioned. All thoſe cir- 
cumſtances gave me great ſuſpicion of uneaſineſs, for 
fear they ſhould ould bear ha her as taken and ſhould all 
run away. + N 
Now, though we. had ke t Blee bert wat 'wed 
found it was talked of, and ſome of the Thief takers 


and faid — heard that Cox had taken him; on 
which we removed him in the N from out of — 
back part of the watch - houſe int 


NIN be e the next We that the man 


WELE 


: by ” p 
—_ 
13 Ky * 
. 
* 


perſons. That 4 
gentleman was pleaſed to tell me, that he and the reſt 


on in that unfortunate mans 


23 by Mn Sargeant's 


had actually been at See to enquire after him, 


Warren's garret, 


| AY | 
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for the bauſtatd child bad made it up withichs pra, „ 
was: about his'buſfineſs, 47 2008 
Idikewiſe made uſe of ſeveral edgtrlrances bo hu Ins / 
formed if. they (the Thief-rakers) intended to go 
to the aflizes, and particulatly I found out the perſon 
drummer in one of the regiments of s) who Rap. 
pened to be at the Black: Spread in Kent-fireet, 
when Ellis and Kelley were taken, and who was fent 
Macdaniel to fetch the r, and who went 
them, 

- before Juſtice Bell ar Greenwich; but ' who' was no 
ways concerned with them iu their wicked practicen 
And I found they had endeavoured to pur him off from 
going down to the affezes, leſt te. ſhould. come in for 
| mode” ruorwga xpeQed reward + him 1 told, that ſhonld 
is and Kelley be convicted there would be a reward 
for taking | 


dem; but that | did likewiſe believe the pro» 


ſecutors intended to deprive bam of his ſhare of it, hows 


ever, if he woulll be ruled by: me I old fee thut he 
mould have juſtice done him, but that he muſt krep it 
ſecret thut le had ſeen me: I likewiſe: concealed from 
him the whole of the diſcovery I lud made, I them ſent 
| 2 inſtructed) to Salmon,  Maucdanieh, &. t 
find out if they intended to go down to the affzes, and - 
ordered ben to offee to ge with en, . enn 
means to find out their intentions: 

Ne came back that ſume night; Aug: e and 
told. me that he had been at Macdaniel's, Sahmon's, 
Er. and was told that they wer gone into — 
and indeed that ſame night, 9 Berry, and 
Ralph Mitchell were at Greenwich, main all the en- 
quiry ry they-could'after Blee, but could not find him, and 


refore: fondly hoping (as. I preſume) that he had fled} | 


on receiving intimation of our huntin 


after him they of 
their own accord ptopoſed to Henry $a 


grant (the Con- 


Abe nett day being Tweſtay Augut rde 
the judges went down, I Gag the drummer to EoOondon 


that they the Thief A were certainly gone down ; and 


| therefore _ 


* 


a 


with Macdaniet,. Salmon, and Fagan, 


ſtable that had the goods of Salmon in his cuſtod y itimt 
2 would 8⁰ fond by wator and meet a: at Md | 


again, Who on his return gave me good reaſon to rtiink 
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A trut and faithful Narrative, 3c, 53 
therefore that night, Mr. Sargeant, Mr. Warren and my. 
felf, ſettled 5 that each was to act, vis, that 
| Sargeant and I were to go to Maidſtone the next day, that 
Sargeant ſhould i iately join company with them 
(the Thief-takers) and now and then fart a little diſpute 
about the expected reward; that Mr. Warren ſhould fer 
out the next night with Blee and ſome evidence, ſuch as 
might been ry to ſtrengthen Blee's teſtimony (it be. 
ing intended at that time to apprehend thoſe Thief-takers, 
and to have them tried at the then afſyzes) an@ that they 
ould go oy a private road, called Rotham-road, avid 
ſtop ſhort of the town of Maidſtone, and ſend me private 
notice when they had arrived there. As for my part, 1 
was to appear to theſe Thief-takers quite unconcerned, 
but privately to endeavour to forward their biff of in- 
dictment, when they ſhould apply for it, in order to 
bring Ellis and Kelley the ſpeedter to their trial, that 
the Thief-takers might be the ſooner apprehended © all 
which fucceeded; for Macdaniel happening to be in the 
ftreet, ſaw Mr: Sargeant and my ſelf eome into Maidſtone 
on horſeback, and doubtleſs obſerving no perſon with. 
us, nor yet finding Ble in the goa, che goaſer not now 
ing any thing of Nis ſtanding committed (for 1 had kept 
his commitment in my hands from the th of Auguſt to 
this time, and him very carefully concealed!) © it 
may not be amiſs to obſerve, the unſearchable ways of 
providence, which would not fuffer ſuch execrable vil- 
lainy to remain any longer concealed, for that whict 
they thought their greateſt ſecurity proved their deftrac> 
tion; viz, their always contriving to play off thoſe 
ſchemes, juſt before the ſeſſions or afſizes, that no dif} + 
covery might be made before the buſineſs was done, and 
which was now the very canſe-that flung them into the 
hands of juſtice ; for had the time been longer before 
the trials came on, we in all probability eduid not have 
„ V 

t to proceed, they confidently applied for their bill 
of indictment againſt Ellis and Kelley on Wedneſday 
night, and it was found by the grand jury on Thurſday” 
morning. It added greatly to my ſatisfaction to find 
Macdaniel, Berry, Salmon, and Eagan were all there; 
aud all on the back of the Bill, except Berry, — 
| | . b perſon 


4 
16 A true and faithful Narrative, r. 
- perſon at that time I did not know; and as I intended 
to apprehend him whilſt the others were giving their 
evidence in court, I therefore introduced myſelf. inta 
the company of Macdaniel, and by that means to. Berry, 
and to Salmon and Eagan, and kept them company with 
Mr. Sargeant part of that afternoon. 1 3 
I received notice likewiſe, that Mr. Warzen, Blee, 
and the evidence were arrived at a ſmall public houſe 
near the town, where they had concealed themſelves, 
and waited for further directions: I found moreover, 
that the trial of Ellis and Kelley would be the ſecond 
after dinner; and as Berry was not on the back of the 
. bill, I concluded, that he would not be in court; and 
thinking I ſhould want help, I went to Mr. Warren, and 
we concluded, that he, Warren, ſhould leave Blee un- 
der the care of the coachman, and. come himſelf to ou 
aſſiſtance, in the duſk of the evening: And as I ſuſ- 
homes, ſo it happened ; for when the evidence againſt 
lis and Kelley ſtood ready to be called into cout, it 
being very dark, Berry ſhuffled about from place to 
lace, — mixed ſo often with the Crowd that I loſt 
im once, but ſoon found him again, yet was reſolved 
not to take him until. the others were. ſafe in court; 
which ſoon after happened; and then I ent to him in 
the upper court, where he ſeemed to have concealed him- 
ſelf, and aſked him to go and drink, which he complied 
with, and we went to the Bell-Ian, and Mr. Warren fol- 
lowing us cloſe (for that purpoſe) we ſecured him with- 
out any noiſe, and ſet a friend of mine to keep him ſafe 
and private, with poſitive. orders not to. ſuffer. him. to 
ſend a meſſage. to. any one before our return, which was 
ſtrictly complied wit. a N 8 
This done, Warren and I went into court, to be rea- 
dy with Sargeant, in order to ſecure the other three, 
when convenient; and I placed myſelf for that purpoſe. 
cloſe behind Macdaniel, who wanted (as ſoon. as he had 
given evidence) to go out of court, but I prevented 
at under pretence that I could not make way for him 
on account of the thron being determined not to let. 
him get out; and being likewiſe unwilling (if I could. 
help it) to diſcover what I wanted, leſt the jury on thety 
rr it Gown 13: praju crea; X30005 the 55900 
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and acquit the lads, which would have ſpoiled the whole 
affair. We continued in that poſture until all the evi- 
dence was gone thorough, and then the crier of the 
court bid them alt go down; which as they were pre- 
paring very readily to obey, forcecł me to ſeize on Mac- 
daniel, and with the Help of Mr. Sargeant und Mr. War- 
ten, we ſecured not only him, but Salmon and Eaga 
alſo ; and Mr. Warren, whilſt T held Macdaniel's righr- 
hand, diſarmed him of his long and dangerous knife, 
which Blee had given me an account of before: I (til. 
concealed the reaſon ef apprehending them, until 'the 
judge had given his charge to the jury, and they had 
brought John Ellis and Peter Kelley in guilty; and then 
] acquainted his lordſhip, that F had warrants from juf- 
tice Bell againſt Stephen Macdaniel, James Salmon, and 
James Eagan, the three perfons whom I had preſumed 
to take in Court; and hkewiſe againſt John Berry, 
whom I had alſo juſt taken, and put in ſafe cuſtody, for 
being acceſſaries before the fact, for that ſame robbery ; 
that is, for contriving it, and directing how it ſhould 
be done, in order to draw in Ellis wy Kelley, and to - 
get the reward. I then produced the warrants ; and 
after they were read in court; and ſome queſtions aſked 
by his lordſhip, he was pleaſed to order me to take care 
of thepriſoners for that night (it being very late) and 
ordered the officers of the court to aſſiſt me; and on my 
application, he Hkewiſe ordered me to take care of, and 
keep (till the prifoners were tried) the two. pair of lea» 
ther-breeches,” the handkerchief, knife and fork, tobac- 
co-box; and pocket-piece, which Salmon had been rob- 
bed off, in order to produce them on their trial: The 
tobacco-box and pocket piece being Macdaniel's, as will 
hereafter appear. 71651 ee een 
The next day (being Friday the 16th) I carried them 
before Abraham Tilghman, Eſq; and a great number of 
other juſtices, who were aſſembled there on account of 


the aſſizes ; and he committed James Salmon, to the 


county goal for a miſdemeanor in contriving to have 
himſelf robbed, in order to defraud; and he was told, 
that he was bailable, but it was put down in his commit». 
ment that he ſhould give me timely notice, of the names 


of his bail, and where they lived, that I might enquire 
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into their characters and make my objections to them, if 


I had any. Berry and 
acceſſaries inthe aforeſaid robbery : And Macdaniel was 
commited (but according to his requeſt) for further ex- 


Eagan were committed for being 


2 amination, be declarin himſelf s capable to make ſome 


diſcovery, which would be of — — to the publie: 


Which notable diſcovery (as I'was afterwards informed) 
was, that he Macdanie! 4 have made out, that Ber- 
ry wrote copies of thoſe 1 letters to * earl : 


of Leiceſter, poſt-maſter - general relating to the taki 
down of Stockdale and Johnſon, who were. execut 


the ſummer before this diſcovery was made, for robbin ng J 
and ſhooting the penny-poſtman near Endheld, and af- 

terwards hung in chains. Which letters had induced 
the ſaid earl of Leiceſter to publiſh five hundred pounds, 
reward for the diſcoverer of the author; and Spy pou de- 

ſign was afterwards to get a robbery vorn 2 any 

perſon of a bad character whom they ſhould fix on; 
and being provided with a warrant 1 conſtable, they 
ſhould in the hurry of apprekending him convey. the 
 daidcopies of the two letters wrote with the ſame hand, 
| 3 into the man's pocket, and afterward bid the 


conſtable ſearch him; and he finding them ſo naturally 
they were to ſweat, he on whom the letters were found 


wrote them, and by that means to get the ae hundred 
This 1 60 of Macdaniel's had the effect to 


induce the government to ſend down the ſollicitor of the 
poſt- office, to examine him, but they did not proceed 


any further, and Macdaniel was committed as an ere 
2 as Berry and Eagan had been befare 


heſe 1 and apprebended, = | 


have related, Auguſt 15, 1754 and not tried until the 


aſt of March 1755, that time Was employed (as oppor- 
together, by 


tunity would permit) to find out and colle& 
Blee's information and otherwiſe, proper evidence, to 
ſupport and to corroborate the whe of Blee's teſtimo- 
ny; for as he was an accomplice, his own evidence 
unſupported would not convit them; and therefore 1 
intend to lay before the public (as their trials are now 
over) the information of all the witneſſes againſt them, 


m them from their own Lens 
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Corpus, to take their trials at the Old Bai 
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trial ; and, om which. the briefs for council. were N 
drawn, and which informations are all ſigned by the par- 


. 


ties — Ks Te” 

But before proceed, L hope it may not | iſagreeable 
to my readers, to let them know the particulars of the 
attempt of Macdanie to break out of Maidſtane goal, 


which ſeems in the thread of this diſcaurſe to come 


moſt properly into this place, and which are as follow: 
Macdaniel being confined in the ſame ward with one 
John Conſtable (under ſentence of death far a highway 
robhery, but reprieved) and another priſoner; medita- 
ted an eſcape, and that it might be kept a ſecret, Mac- 
daniel thought proper to ſwear his companions on a 


bible which they had in the ward; the ſcheme being 


agreed on, Conſtable who was a clock or watch-maker, 


knew what tons were beſt adapted to cut their icons off, 
and where ahey were to be had, and having an acquain- 
tance in London, one William Savage a ſhoemaker, and 
3 young fellow juſt out of his apprenticeſhip, him they 
ſent for, under pretence of having an affair of conſe- 


quence to communicate, and on his coming to them, 


they gave him money and 8 to go to 
Forſter-lane, London, to purchaſe 

in frames, and two files ; Macdaniel furniſhed him like- 
wiſe with agreat coat, and 2 letter to his dear and loving 


three ſpring · laws 


vife, whom he purchaſed at a price which we doubt net 
to have been the full value of her; to deſire her 


to contribute ſomething towards helping them to 


horſes for the int eſcape ; but ſhe not being 


over- ready to comply, and the goaler receiving ſqme in- 


timation of what . was intended, watched the return of 
the meſſenger ſo dexterouſly, that he ſurprized him in 


the goal, with the implements upon him; for which he 


was tried and con victed, and afterwards tranſported ; 


end poor Macdaniel not only diſappointed of his hopes, 
but ſtrongly ironed and cloſely confined for the future, 
both in Maidſtone goal and in Newgate, to which place  - 


be and the reſt wete afterwards removed by Habeas 
ly, upon the 

ſtatute of the and 5th of Philip and Mary, c. 4. 

which ſays ; Every perſon that ſhall maliciouſly com- 


mand, hire, or counſel any perſon or perſons to com- 


mit, 
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amination, be declarin 


28 I took them from their own mouths long de ſore the 
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Into their characters and make my objections to them, if 


I had any. Berry and Eagan were conimitted for being 
acceſſaries in che aforeſaid robbery : And Macdaniel was 
commited (but according to his requeſi) for further ex- 


diſcovery, which would be of woke to the - public : 


Which notable diſcovery (as I'was afterwards informed) 


was, that he Macdaniel » would have made out, that Ber- 


ry wrote copies of thoſe threatening letters to the earl \ 


of Leiceſter, poſt-maſter- general relating to the taki 
down of Stockdale and Johnſon, who were execut 


the ſummer before this diſcovery was made, for robbin ug | 
and ſhooting the penny-poſtman near Endfeld, and af 
in chains, Which letters had induced 
Leiceſter to publiſh five hundred pounds 
reward for the diſcoverer of the author; ang their de- 


terwards hun 
the ſaid earl 


ſign was afterwards to get a robbery: lor againſt any 


- perſon of a bad character whom they fix on; 
and being provided with a warrant $45 conſtable, they 
| ould in the hurry of apprekending him convey. the 
id copies of the two letters wrote with the ſame hand, 

| 3 into the man's pocket, and afterward bid the 


ſearch kim; — he finding them ſo naturally 
— were to ſweat; he on whom the letters were found 


wrote them, and by chat means to get te ſive hundred | 
This 0e of Macdaniel's had ha effect to 


induce the government to ſend down the ſollicitor of the 
poſt - office, to examine him, but they did not proceed 


Pe further, and Macdaniel was committed as an aecel-. | 


ag and Eagan had been before. 


Theſe m Way rand r * | 
| how related, Augult 15, 1754, and not tried until the 


aft of March 1755, that time was'employ ed (as oppor- 


tunity would permit) to find out and collect together, by 
Blee's information and otherwiſe, r evidence, to 
ſupport and to corroborate the whole of Blee's teſtimo- 
ny for as he was an accomplice, his own evidence 
unſupported would not convidt them; and therefore 1 
intend to lay before the public (as their trials are now 
over) the information of all the witneſſes againſt them, 


himſelf capable to make ſome 


A true and faithful Narrative, Ac. 19 
trial; and, from which. the briefs. for council were 
> drawn, and which informations are all ſigned by the par- 


— proceed, hope ot be diſagreeab! 
But e , it may not be diſa e 
to my readers, to let them know the particulars of the 
attempt of Macdaniel to break out of Maidſtape.goal, 
which ſeems in the thread of this diſcaurſe to come 
moſt properly into this place, and which are as follow: 
Macdaniel being confined in the ſame ward with one 
John Conſtable (under ſentence of death far a highway 
robhery, but reprieved) and another priſoner ; medita- 
ted an eſcape, and that it might be kept a ſecret, Mac- 
daniel thought proper to ſwear his companions on a 
bible which they had in the ward ; the ſcheme being 
agreed on, Conſtable who was a clock or watch-maker, 
knew what tools were beſt adapted to cut their irons off, 
and where they were to be had, and having an acquain- 
tance in London, one William Savage a ſhoemaker, and 
3 young fellow juſt out of his apprenticeſhip, him they 
ſent for, under pretence of having an affair of conſe- 
quence to communicate, and on his coming to them, 
they gave him money and e 
Forſter-lane, London, to pure three ſpring · ſa ws 
in frames, and two files ; Macdaniel furniſhed him like- 
wiſe with agreat coat, and a letter to his dear and loving 
wife, whom he purchaſed at a price which we deut not 
to have been the full value of her; to defize her 
to contribute ſomething towards helping them to 
horſes for the int eſcape ; but ſhe not being 
 over-ready to comply, and the goaler receiving ſqme in- 
timation of what . was intended, watched the return of 
the meſſenger ſo dexterouſly, that he ſurprised him in 
the goal, wich the implements upon him; for which he 
was tried and con victed, and afterwards tranſported; 
end poor Macdaniel not only diſappointed of his hopes, 
but ſtrongly ironed and cloſely confined for the future, 
both in Maidſtone goal and in Newgate, to which place 
he and the reſt were -gfterwards removed by Habeas 
Corpus, to take their trials at the Old Baily, upon the 
ſtatute of the 4th and 5th of Philip and Mary, c. 4. 
which ſeys : * Every perſon that ſhall malicioufly com- 
mand, hire, or counſel any perſon or perſons to com- 
mit, 
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-20 A true and faithful Narrative, Or. 
© this realm of England, and be thereof convicted, 


'© ſhall not have benefit of clergy” © | 
And by the ſtatute of the 3 and 4th of William and 


; ö . perions, that ſhall. comfort, aid, abet, aſſiſt, counſd, 
hi 


fhew how far the abominable wretches wham we have 
under conſideration; are obnoxious thereto. Blee being 
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© red this informant to give a good look- out, to peta 
couple to go upon the ſcamp; and that it ſhould be 
twenty. pounds in his way: meaning, for this infor- 
. © mant to get, or intice into his company two lads, or 


2 — 7 
" 


o * 


and ſhare the reward, which was to be expected upon 
their being convicted: And in order thereto, the ſald 
Macdaniel did frequently afterwards go with this in- 


7 1 \ a _— ; 
* r 


— — 2 — 


And this informant faith, that he met the faid Mae- 
daniel, and John Berry of Hatton-wall, near Hatton 
— po James Salmon of Shoe-lane, London, 
4 
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© propoſal. to this informant, at ſeveral different ting 
- . 3 ' 1 


mit, or do any robbery, in or near any high-way, m 


Mary, c. 4. which fays, That all and every perſon er 


re or command any perſon to rob another, ſhall 5 
excluded from the benefit of their cler 
This being the law, the following informations will 


˖ 
* * ” 
- . 


foremoſt in the claſs, we ſhall begin with him. | 


The information of Thomas Blee, of the pariſh of St. 

Andrew, Holborn, breeches-maker, taken upon oath 
before Joſeph Bell, Eſq; one of his Majeſty's juſtices 
of the peace for the County of Kent, is as tollows :* - 


Lag * 
. 


Kent to wit, 1 | 27 2% 
H I'S informant ſaith; that. about four weeks 
1 fince; or upwards, Stephen Macdaniel - of 
Scroop's-court, in the ſaid pariſh, of St. Andrew deſi- 


ry * 
r 


men, to rob with him on the highway, and afterwards | 
© to betray the ſaid two perſons to, the ſaid Macdaniel, 


formant, into the adjacent fields about the town, 
to ſeek for ſuch perſons as they ſhould think fit for 
their ſaid purpoſe, but could not meet with any. 


reeches- maker; and James Eagan of 'Drury-lane, 
London, Cordwainer; all of whom were preſent 
© with, and did hear the ſaid Macdaniel make the above 
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+ ith liquor at divers times, he propoſed to them * | 
uy 
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e and places in order to concert means to put this their 
aid ſcheme into execution. A 


And this informant faith, that about a fortnight 
« ſince, he met with John Ellis and Peter Kelley {now - 


- priſoner in his Majeſty's goal at Maidſtone, for a high- - 


{way robbery) in F leet-market ; and as this informant 


knew them to be youths of bad life and converſation, 


und therefore judged them fit for the purpoſe, he join- 
d with them in company, and after tfeating them 


- 


Deptford to ſteal ſome linen, which they read 
Huieſced in, and came to this - informant on the 
Thurſday following, according to appointment for 
that purpoſe ; but this informant put them off till the 
«* ſucceeding Monday, by the direction of the faid-Mac- 
© daniel, Berry, Salmon and Eagan, who had all at 


© different times ſeen the ſaid Ellis and Kelley, and ap- 


proved of them as fit for the youre ; and judged that 
* Monday would . be the moſt proper day to have the 


- © robbery committed on, teſt if the ſaid Ellis and Kelley 
| © ſhould be apprehended-on Saturday, and ſhould be 
*\ © detained any where near London, all that day and 
Sunday, ſome circumſtances might appear to render 


their ſcheme abortive. | 


And this informant faith, that he met the ſaid Ellis 
and Kelley on the appointed Monday; and that in 
their way to Deptford, he called at the Bell in the 


* Burrough (as had been before agreed upon“) where 


was Berry and Salmon, whom he at that time took no 
notice of. , 35 4 , 


And this informant ſaith, that as it had been con- 


ſcerted between them, the ſaid Macdaniel, Berry, Sal- 


mon and Eagan, that the intended robbery ſhould be 
committed ſdmewhere between New-croſs turnpike 


and Deptford ; in order to intitle them to the reward 


given for apprehending highway robbers, by the pariſh 


of Eaſt-greenwich, and other adjoining pariſhes in the 


| faid county; this informant took the ſaid Ellis and” | 
Heres | 7 5 | N Kelley 


„This calling at the Bell had before been agreed up- 


as carrying on and haſtening to maturity. 3 


2 that Salmon and Berry might be ſure their ſcheme 
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22 A trueand faithful Narrative, Fc. 
© Kelly with him to a public houſe, known by the ben 
« of the ſhip in Deptford aforeſaid, where the ſaid Ber. 


LAM s e i 
— 
—_—— * : 


© ry and Salmon had alſo appointed that they would be; 
© but on this informant not ſeeing them there, after. 


_ © ſtaying ſome time, he left the ſaid Ellis and Kelley at 
[A the ſign of the ſhip aforefaid, and went out to look 


for the ſaid Berry and Salmon; and having found the. 
« faid Berry, he Berry counſelled this informant to re- 
© turn to the ſaid Ellis and Kelley, and told him that, 
Salmon ſhould. follow immediately: This informant 


+ © gbeyed the order, and faith that the ſaid Salmon did, ? 
ſoon after come into the ſaid ſign of. the ſhip, and cal- 
led for ſome Beer, and ſtaid there for near an hour; 


during which time, this informant treated the ſaid El- 
lis and Kelley with bread and cheeſe, and beer and 
gin; and upon the ſaid Salmon's going away, which, 
was in the duſk. of the evening; this informant, and 


© ſaid Ellis and Kelley immediately followed him, in or- 


« der to tob him in the firſt convenient, place. 
He further faith, that the ſaid Salmon ſtopt oppo- 


< ſite to the-four-mile ſtone, between Deptford and 


6 -croſs turnpike z under. a pretence.to urine, but, 


in order that his informant, and faid Ellis and Kelley 


might "overtake him the ſaid. Salmon, and rob him 


© there: And this informant ſaith, that they did aceord- 


ingly come up with the ſaid Salmon there; and: this 
© infoemant,. without his, or the Gid Ellis or Kelley, 


producing any weapon, or making uſe of any menaces,” 


© to the ſaid Salmon, took from under the ſaid: Salmon's, 


arm, two! pair of. leather breeahes,. which: had been 


« purpoſely marked-withva particular mark in the pocket, 
E — and tied up in a linen — 3 
which was-alſo. particularly marked at the corners: 
And that tha ſaid Kelly took out of the ſaid Salmon's, 
pocket; a claſp knife and fork. and an iron tobaceo- 
box, which was the: ſaid MaadanieFs;. but as it was a 


very temaxkable one, he lent it to the (aid Salmon on 


that occaſion; and which had in it two thillings and 
« fix-pence in ſilver, a ſilver pocketpiece, alſo purpoſe- 
ly marked, -with-a: tool belonging to the faid Eagas ; 


and faith chat · they immediately ee 
we” 5 | . es. 
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james Salman, who- had tamely fubgiteed 1 3 
rabbed, as had been agreed; on, as aforeſaid. 


Wt. And this informant ick. that after they had ſo” rob- 
© bed and left. the Haid Salman, as-aforefaid, this * 


mant and ſaid Ellis and Kelley went and lodged in 
* Kent-ſtrept;” Sguthwark as.” hefbre agreed upon ; nd 


. © that this informant early in the morning, took the ſaid. 5 
- Ellis and Kelley with um to the ſign of the black — | 
; « L Eagle in Kent-ftreet aforeſaid ; where this in- 


formant had agreed with faid. Macdaniel, Berry, Sal- 
mon and Eagan, to bring them, in order that Ellis and. | 
Kelley might be there taken; and this informant ſauh 
* that about 7 o'clock in the mornin of the id day ;, 
© the ſaid Eagan came in as if by accident, and this in- 
* formant told the faid*Ellis and Kelley, that that man, 
« meaning Eayan;. dealt at Ragg- fair, and would pro- 
© bably- bar cha Breeches # and: this informant afked the 
* faid Eagan if he would buy ſame leather breeches ? 
and he, the ſaid Eagan, agreed to give them five ſhil- 
* lings for them, and to bing the bargain, the ſai d 5 * 

« gan gaye Kelley ane ſhilling earneſt. 

* Immediately 7 this, Eagan. called for a helf: pen 5 
* ny worth of tobacco, and ſaid he had loſt bis bo dor 5 
and wanted one, with an intent that the ſaid Ellis and 
Kelley ſhould produce the tohacco box, which this in- 
* formant and they had robbed. Salmon of; and which 
© they did ne and the ſaid Eagan bought the ſame 
* of them for a pot of two. penny. 

And this, informant Gith, hat the. ſaid Eagan after 
0 „ break-faſting with them went out, under pretence of 

getting the reſt of the money to pay for the faid bree 
c 3 and this. informant ſome time afterwards. fol- 
© lowed him, under pretence to get.ſhaved, and went 
* to another. ale-houſe in Kent- ſtreet, where he had a- 

FW to meet the ſaid Macdaniel, Berry, Salmon, and, 

. whem he found there; and the ſaid Macdanĩel 
* lis and Telley, with. al the things of which the ſaid: 
Ellis and Kelley, and this informant, had robbed the 
* ſaid Salmon of, as aforeſaid, in their Cuſtody, except, 
the ſaid tobacco-box, which, the ſaid, Eagan * 
"« chaſed of them as aforeſaid, . And 


an immediately went and ſecured:the faid El- 
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as. Berry, Salmon, 3 
And laſtly, this ay ins ſaith, that the aforeſaid 


a - 


© And this informant ſaith, that he hath at ſeverdl 
© times ſince been in company with the ſaid Macdanidl, 


Berry and Salmon, both together and ſeparately, and 


« Jiſcourſed with them about the ſaid robbery, and that 
they have all ſeverally encouraged this informant, and 
told him, that ſhould he pt — r. or ſuſpected, the 
< ſaid Salmon would not a ainſt him, and al. 


ways expreſt their — 4759'S their ſucceſs in this 
© enterprize, promiſed to ſhare the reward uſually al- 
ul by a& of Parliament, and the ſabſcrip — 


low 
© reward as aforeſaid ;. bh, them the ſaid Macdan 
this informant. 


© robbery was folely contrived with intent to convict the 


© ſaid Ellis and Kelley, and to get LA n rewards 


6 as aforeſaid, 
Signed by 


THOMAS BLEE, 
S the 1 3th of Ag 1754. | 


before Juſtice BELL. 5 5 8 
I judge i it will not be diſagrecable to my 3 to 


find — hereunto ſome particulars, which for the 
ſake of brevity were omitted, or not fully enlarged upon 
in Blee's information ; but were afterwards 'taken from 
his own mouth, ' viz. that after theſe Thief-takers alias 
Thief-makers, had concerted the Scheme for. drawing 


in a couple of unthinking youths to join in cominitting 


this ſham robbery ;. after Blee had . 11275 =_ 
en ng of; 


and Kelley, the two lads we have 
Eagan had a deſire of going down the F ma fa (a 


place where they ſpent many of their idle hours) that 
he might have fight of them, which he did, and ſaw 
this informant talking with them, and giving them 
ſome half-pence, as had. been before appointed to buy, 
them ſome gin: After which this informant and Eagan, 


joined company and went 3 to Macdaniel's lodg- 


ings, where Eagan ſwore by the Great Gd, that they 
| (meaning the Lads) would do very well. | 

Hereupon Eagan and Berry who was with the- faid 
Macdaniel, propoſed that Blee ſhould get the lads into, 
the n that afternoon, chat he the ſald 
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ſight of them: which this informant and Berry went 
to * Plum:tree in Plum · tree · court ſa paſſage leading out 


of Shoe-lane hear unto Holborn-bridge) and. beckoned 
to Salmon as they went by his ſhop, who followed them 


m told him that ons. 1 Blee had 


would do very well 
for the p — nt fr tt oy Ta 
done — en 1 — before mi 
cewiſe give 


1 | 


Linen; at Deptford, to : 
of whom. mention will | 


This, was. done, becauſe i 


r conſent to 
. 


being « 
to. cheer him a. little, and again 
ſome gin, and parted for that 
him and Kelley again, and on Satuxda 


and after parting with them, (and as it had been 
ſhould de committed on the 
een mo 


that the intended cob 
Monday a he 
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and the next morning, being Sunday, he this informant 


be at the Black- ſpread- eagle on Tueſday morning early, 
and gave him, : — a half-· penny to buy him a 
, . and the — day this informant ſaw/ Ellis and 


3 Deptford, and agreed to meet on the morning at 


bath already deen ſet forth in this: informant infor 
mation. | 


dt not finding Macdaniel, &c. there, he was beckon'd 
by Eagan, to a public houſe over the way; to which 


' * 
/ 
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| Berry, who gave him uf me: for that purpe 
r, and. fix on, ome on 

ale-houſe as a proper place to decoy the lads to, after 

the —4 ſhould be one, in order to have them ap- 

hend Ae 

Lays he this informant” went, and band che Bläck 

ſpread - eagle, which he judged very fit for the 

and reported it as ſuch to Berry, who approved thereof; 


met Eagan by accident, wks told this idm ant that he 
| had ſeen Berry, who had ordered him the ſaid Eagan, to 


Kelley and treated them, and fixed the next day to 5 
'o'clock in the Fleet- market, where they proceeded as 


This informant went as had ** greed; to the 
White bear, another public houſe in Kent-ſtreet, to 
notice that then was the time to take Ellis and Kelley, 


he went up ſteps, and that on the e 
4n is a box, where was preſent Macdaniel, Berry, Sal 
mon, and Eagan, and had had daun for Pe 
faſt, that on Macdaniel and Eagan's going away te 
take Ellis and Kelley, be, Blee, went towards the Bo- 
rough, and left Salmon and Berry there; and that he 
waited a conſiderable time at the Bell in the Borongh for 
Berry, who at laſt came, and they went home toge- 
ther: and going along. or whilſt they were together, 
Berry told him the ſaid Blee, that the ſaid Salmon had 
refuſed to conſent to be robbed for fear the two lads 
"ſhould uſe him ill; unleſs he the ſaid Berry would place 


- bimſelf near at hand, which he did, and actually was 


behind the four mile ſtone, whilſt the robbery was done, 
and aſked the ſaid Blee if he did not ſee him the ſaid 
Berry there. 

N. B. The four mile flone is on the © te fide of the 
00d roms ootwny, "ar about yo yare n 
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to which are trees and buſhes, very convenient for that 


. — 
- . 
% 


. 


ann een 5 % 
Blee further ſaith, that before the robbery was done; 


by the advice of Macdaniel and Berry, he ſuffered his 
beard to grow very long, and Berry gave him an old 
great coat and wig which made him look very old; but 


after that was over, by their advice, he left off his 
coat and wig, and got clean ſhaved, and went in his 


waiſtcoat z and Macdaniel gave him a cooper's apron, 


which he wore when taken ; that the night before he 
was taken he lay at Berry's, and aſked him the ſaid 
Berry, if he thought he might go out with. ſafety, and 
was anſwered yes, as it was ſo early in the morning. 


THOMAS BLEE4 


The Information of Mrs. Elizabeth Pragnal, who keeps 


the ſhip ale-houſe at Deptford, ſetteth forth: N 
rh on che twenty-ninth of July laſt, three 


1 men or lads (whoſe perſons ſhe. very well te- 
* members) and whoſe names, as ſhe now is informed 


© are Thomas Blee, John Ellis, and Peter Kelley, came to 


her door, and called for a pint of beer, and fat on the 
bench at the door a conſiderable time; ſhe faith ſhe had 
not a very good opinion of them, which made her take 
* the more notice, being afraid they would 7 away with- 
out paying; but at laſt they came into the houſe and 
* ſat down in the box, that ſhe particularly noticed 
Thomas Blee, who had a long carroty beard, a wigs 
and an old great coat on, and who went out very often, 
under pretence to make water, and ſometimes to en- 
l — or ſome man whom ſhe did not know ; but that 
* ſoon after the laſt time he went out, in came a man 
* whoſe perſon ſhe likewiſe well remembers, and whoſe 
name ſhe now finds is James Salmon; he had a ſmall 


bundle under his arm, he called for a pint of beer, and 


placed himſelf upon his legs, for a conſiderable time, 
by the ſide of the dreſſer, and right facing and. very 
* near to the ſaid Blee, Ellis, and Kelley, whoat that time 
: r. got a quart of beèr, and bread and cheeſe, before 


C2 - "The 


) 
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© Thefaid Salmon, ſhe ſaith, ſtood talking about going 


1 | * to London, and loitering away his time, ſometimes 
BY < ſitting, and ſometimes ſtanding, in all about an hour or 
1 | « upwards, until it was dark; ſhe remembers that the 

was apprehenſive he would aſk for lodging, and her 


| 
3} : beds were all beſpoke z the thought it very odd that 
[* man who was going to London, ſhould ſtay, when he 
| | « had no buſineſs fo oo, till it was dark; owever be 

| 

| 


| | < went away without aſking for and Thomas 
< Blee, John Elks and Peter Kelley went ſoon after him; 
© Blee firſt changing half a crown to pay the Er 
and having each a dram of gin. 
1 dhe ſaith, that the next ar John Ellis, and Peter 
\ * Kelley were brought priſoners to her houſe, by a man 
7 vhoſe perſon ſhe we | remembers, and whoſe name is 
| 5 Macdaniel. 
| „ At that time the took the ſaid Macdaniel to be a 
* conſtable ; he brought the lads into her houſe, and 
© aſked her if ſhe did not remember them * lads bein 
©* there laſt night? She anſwered, . well; an 
© that there was another with with- a carroty 
© beard; he then bid her look at the man at the door 
* (which was Salmon) and ſee if ſhe knew him, ſhe an- 
* ſfwered, yes, very well; that he was there likewiſe, and 
* that they went away all together, or very ſoon after 


* eachother. 
There was with Macdaniel cnewhom ſhe faith, the 


« found to be a drummer, and whom he the ſaid Mac- 
© daniel bid to take notice of what this informant ſaid; 


i W.- and ſaith that after this, they a went away * 
i [| toward Greenwich. - 8 5 by 
e ELIZ. PRAGNAL; 


4 if 25 | The information of James Cormack, of the ſecond regi⸗ 
6 ment of guards, drummer, ſetteth forth;  _ 


3 HAT on the 3oth. of Jul _— No then quar- 
 - » tered at the Blackfpr ent-ſtreet, 
Sas © be the faid Cormack came down hoof; eight and 

© nine o'clock in the morning ; and obſerved three men 


1 
i 1 | or lads, a ara as: 
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and get ſhaved, and immediately went away; after 
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he very well remembers, and whoſe names he finds to 
«© be Thomas Blee, John Ellis, and Peter Kelley. _  - 
Aſter that they had done eating, Thomas Blee (who 
had along carroty- heard, and wore a flouch hat, a wig, 


be 


and a great coat of a lightiſh colour) ſaid he would 


© had been gone eight or ten minutes, or a little more, 
in came a man in darkiſh clothes, whoſe name is Mac- 
daniel, and laid hold of Kelley, who fat in the box 


next him; and ſaid come out you black-guard dog, 


you thief, &c. which words made him, (this inform- 
ant) take notice; and he then obſerved another man, 
© whoſe name is James Eagan, on the farther fide of the 
« ſame box, who did not ſeem to know Macdaniel ; this 
made him, this informant, aſk what was the reaſon 
* that he abuſed the lads in that manner? Macdaniel 
* anſwered, he had got a warrant againſt them for rob- 
* bing a man the night before, juſt by the four-mile ſtone 
near Deptford, and immediately charged this inform 
ant to aid and aſſiſt him to ſecure „on which 
* (this informant taking him to be a conſtable) told him 


« if that was the caſe he would aſift him, and did and 
* told him thete was another, who was but juſt pope : 
22. 


* out: But Macdaniel replied, there was one after 
* who would take him before long. 


© Macdanjel then ſearched Peter Kelley, and took 


© from him a ſilver pocket-piece, one ſhilling and a 


« claſp-knife ; the pocket-piece he ſhewed to this-In- 
* formant, and bid him take notice that it was marked 


© in the middle. He likewiſe ſearched John Ellis, but 
found nothing about him; he then tied the ſaid Ellis 
* and Kelley together. : f 


« During this tranſaRion the aforeſaid James Eagan fat 


in the ſame hox oppoſite unto them, and I obſerved 
* a check handkerchief tied up with ſomething 


in it, ly- 
* ing on the table by 3 Macdaniel laid hold of the 
* ſaid handkerchief, and aſked Eagan what he had got 
there? Eagan anfweted, it was his, he had t its 
* and that -he, Macdaniel, had nothing to do with it, 
they Kill appearing to be ſtrangers to each other. 


Cz _ -. * Macdaniel 


FA 
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© Macdaniel then defired this informant to go to the 
* Elephant and Caſtle, and there, ſaid he, you will find 
© an elderly man with a lightiſh coloured ſurtout coat, 
and his own curled hair, and another man ſitting along 
* with him, in a box on the left hand as you enter the 
door; my buſineſs was, faith this informant, to tell him, 
* the ſaid elderly man, to come to him, Macdaniel, im- 
© mediately: This informant went as directed, and faw 
© the man he was ſent for, who proved to be Salmon; 
and likewiſe ſaw Berry fitting in the left hand box, 
* whoſe perſon he very well remembers, And this in- 
* formant ſaid to Salmon, I believe you are the man I 
© want; there is a man at the Black-ſpread-eagle that 
* wants you; and Berry made anſwer, aye, aye, go along 
with him, he did fo, and in going along I aſked him 
© what was the matter? He told 1 me he had been robbed 
© the night before, near the four- mile ſtone by Deptford, 
of one guinea in gold, two ſhillings and fix-pence in 
_ © filver, a filver t- piece, a tobacco-box, a claſp-. 
knife and fork, two pair of leather breeches tied up in 
* a linnen handkerchief, and if they were his; he fed, 
© they were marked with I. S. and the figure 4 under the 
right hand pocket, and the handkerchief was marked 
with an eylet hole at each corner. . + - 
Hearing of this faith this informant, when I camo 
into the houſe, I deſired them to open the bundle, and 
look at the breeches, which I found to be marked as he 
Salmon had told me; and could not help thinking but 
* that every thing came out wonderfully pat; but had no 
« ſuſpicion of any underhand villainy at that time. 3 
4 Macdaniel en ſaid, we muſt go before a juſtice of 
* the peace at Greepwich ; and charged him, this in- 
formant to go with him, to aid and aſſiſt him. Going 
© along the road, Macdaniet ſeemed to pity the lads, and | 
© ſaid one of them has money in his ſtockings, but con- 
tinued he, let them keep it, poor things, they will | 
© want it. | 3 14 
g Salmon and Eagan followed behind, faith this in- | 
©, formant, till we came to the Five Bells on Deptford . 
toad, there we had a pot of beer, and Macdaniel aſked 
* the Jads if that was the houſe they were drinking at 2 5 
. 2 * night 


t 


- 
1 F 


give evidence. 
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5 night before, they ſaid no, it was the Ship at Deptford:· 
6. en ubick Macdaniel deſired this — to take 
notice of what they ſaidg and not to bemealy-mouthed 
#. when before the Juſtice. -- : 
When we came to the Ship at De thord, Macdaniel © 
« ſaid unto thisinformant, Ellis and Kelley ſhould go with 
him into the houſe, and Salmon and cons ſhould ſtay 
© at the door; when within the houſe he called for a pint | | 
© of beer, and aſked: the landlady if ſhe faw them two 
© lads, (meanin g Ellis and Kelley) won the night before ? 
4 She faidi: yes, and another along with them, with a 
carroty bEard he then aſlced her if ſhe knew that man 
«© at. the door ( meani Salmon) at the fame time, and ne 
5 12 yes, and that they all went away pretty near to- 
ther, juſt as it was dark: Macdamiel defired this in- 
ormant to take particular notice of what this \landiady* 
, 05 and again bid him be ſure not to be mealy mouthed 


before the juſtice, but to tell all he heard. 


Macdaniel had told the lads going along the road, 
that if they would: behave well he would untie their 
hands, he did; and the ſaid Ellis and Kelley + 
0 ſaid if they muſt go to à goal, they ; ſhould be glad to 

go to a bridewell which ey named, but which name 
« this informant had forgot; and Macdaniel ſaid they” 
© ſhould go there, and he would do as much for them as 
lay in his power; and that they ſhould go up by water, 
and adviſed them by all means to confeſs before the 

* juſtice; and he ſaid, it would be better for them; and | 
© if they did not, they would certainly be hanged.: 
This informant r;faith, when we were in the 


7 juſtices clerk's office, at Greenwich, the ſaidelerk pro- 


« poſed to bind Macdaniel-to proſecute, but he evaded 
that, by ſaying that he had a ſmall eſtate left him, and 
ſhould be obliged to be another way at the time of the 
aſſizes, and therefore, deſired. that he might not be 
bound, whereupon this informant ſaith, that he this 
© ſaid informant, together with Salmon Was bound to 

187 . L. 

Aſter the lade were beemised, 9 we were 885 
going home towards London, Eagan Was full of his 
, ieee to this informant, to put him off from going 

| | C 4 3 down 


Wt 


'  « of Ellis and Kelley, 


: \ 
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down to Maĩdſtone to te, or give evidente, ad 
« ſaid, by the great and ſeveet Jeſus, that he him 
elf would: never appear bgainft them; fur that it had 
coſt him three ſhillings already, and that the-breeches' 
and they might go to the devil fer him on Which 
this informant obſervod, chat as be this informant Was 
1 bound to proſecute, he muſt appear; but ſaid 


that was nothing at all, it was only removing into 


another pariſh; and this informant ſaith, chat he never 
could get the parties readily to conſent for him to g 
down along with them; and when hewent to their 
© houſes, and found that they were gone into the Fas 
could not learn what country they proves amends, jor 
| * chat any body knew of Salthon's being tobbed.! 
And this informant faith, that when he did, by the 
Kt —— of Joſeph Cox go to Macdaniel. altho* he was 
— ney they, the aforeſaid Macdaniel, Salmon, and 
_ © Eagan, had applied for, and that! got the bill of in- 
* ditment againſt Ellis and Kelley, without his name 
on the back thereof,! aud ahh! MA“ eL(I tm bid ham, 
this Inſormutit, take fo much notide uf whbe was dae 
or faid, before they wem to the juſtices: :: 
| + Thivinformarit moreover fioth, that / being atlaie 
* tone, he found that che houſe where the ſaid Mar 


| © Yaniel and the reſt of thoſe who intended to ptoſocute 


* had put up at, was the Cock, where he went; and that 
© Berry aſed him how he did, to whom tliis infor mant, 


not immetliately recollecting him, replied, fir; you have 


the te, for I vemember where 
I have ſeen yOu. ; the ſaid: his name Was Betty, und atk - 
ed this informant if he did not remember t dime chat 
he went toſche Ble t and Caſtie i Kent - ſtreet, for 
© Mr. Salmon ; this informant replied, yes, und aid, you 
| 2 6 gent ke fs bet, as you 
þ 222 Berry anſwered that he was the 
perſon, and aſked this informant hat he t 
whether he was of opinion they 
* would be hanged or not? And this informant/anſwer- 
ed, he thought they would be condemned; and Berry 
ſuid he thought ſo tob, for that every thing wWas very 


believe 


* a — — — „ 1 einm n 
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believe I muſt go on the high-way myſelf, or elſe 
my way home: And this 9 ſaith, that he 


not been, at that time any Sond of the cap. 


4 "Janes CORMACK. 


The infect of Mrs. PHE Smith, miltred of the. 
Elephant and Caſtle in Kent-ſtreet; confirmeth all that 
has been {aid relating to Macdaniel, Eagan, Berry and 
Salmon's , breakfaſting on bacon at her houſe, on the. 


13th of July as aforeſaid, &c. She particufarly noticed 
them, bene one of Mons changed a moidore we bers 
and cheated her out of Rs 7 


| The Information of Joteph Cox, {ets forth, 


AT he is one of the coodeblen of the buadred 


c „1 of maden, _—— ford, that in 
© the nning or on the uſt 1754, he re- 
c b that a E e been 
© robbed near Deptford, by three foot · pads, that two of 
* them were keg by Wi acdaniel and others 
« farcher gef found, thee the hind, vanmd The 
©.Blee, oy company y with Macdaniel, or 1 
on which he this informant, concluded it muſt be a 
* contrived robbery, and done on 285 — he = re- 
* wards, and therefore determi 
© Blee privately. 

And 1 ſaith, 2 / A five 
days, and part of nights diligent ſearch and enquiry, 


© he very fortunately met with him the 5. aid Blee, (but in 


© a different dreſs from what he was deſcribed to wear) 
very early in the morning in Newgate-ſtreet; on Fri- 
* day the igth; and with the help of Mr. 
* Warren, a conſtable or the pariſh of Greenwich, took 
* him directly to the water fide, and went very privately 
by water to Greenwich. 

4 "IS faith, that. ſoon after they were in the boat, 


* Blee declared himſelf very willing to diſcover all the 


* contriyance relati 
* Salmon, and all 
* this informant "7 


to the robbery committed on 
concerned in it; 


ſtrenuouſly cautioned him to ſay 


— 


. 


C s | | nothing 


. ? 
., : 
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< nothing but the truth, and bid him to forbear any 
further account till he came before a magiſtrate ; and 

© ſaith, that on his being brought before Juſtice Bell at 
+ © Greenwich, he made and ſigned that information 
© which has already been inſerted “. 

After Blee had given information as has been related, 
© this informant Joſeph Cox obtained ſeparate Warrants 
« againſt John Berry, Stephen Macdaniel, James Salmon, 
© and James Eagan, for being acceſſaries before the fact 
© committed, in aſſaulting and robbing of the ſaid James 
Salmon, with which warrants, (after ſettling the Plan, 
© and ſecuring Blee privately to prevent their knowing, 
he was taken) this informant ſaith, he went down to 
© Maidſtone to attend the tryal of Ellis and Kelley, in 
© order to execute his warrants, as ſoon as their tryal 
* ſhould be ended. r 

* When at Maidſtone the firſt thing this informant 
© did, was to inform himſelf who were on the back of 
© the bill of indictment; and found that Macdaniel, 

Salmon and Eagan were, that he was e pretty 
* ſure of taking them in court, mut was doubtful as to 

! © Berry, that he therefore watched him very narrowly, 
and the moment the tryal of Ellis and Kelley were 
© called on, and Macdanie}, Salmon and Eagan were 
© ſafe in court, he took Berry and put him in ſafe cuſto- 
dy, and immediately afterwards went into court to 
© hear how the tryal went on, and to ſerve his warrant 
on the reſt of them, when proper time ſhould offer. 

And this informant ſaith, that when he went into 

7 _ Salmon was giving his evidence to the following 

effect. | 5 pap 
© That he, Salmon, went into the Ship at Deptford, 
© and had a pint of beer there, that he ſaw three men 

« fitting in a box drinking; that Ellis and Kelley, the 
two priſoners at the bar, were two of them, the other, 
* was' a carroty-bearded fellow; that he went out in 
« the duſk of the evening, in order to go home to Lon- 
don, and had got as far as the four-mile ftone, between 
* Deptford and New-croſs turnpike, oppoſite to which 
* ata gate, he ſtopped to make water, and in the mean 
time up came the ſame three men, and one 3 
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* aſked) him where he was 
e theret pon deſired them not toiſwear, and faid that 
_ Lok to London; chen Mid one: of them, the 
2arded- fellow, and who is not yet taken, 

6; Tos You! let's ſee hold of that bundle and I will car- 

© ry it for you, and ſnatched it from under his arm, 
and ſtruck him on the breaſt.' The Judge was pleaſed 


to aſe Salmon if it was light enough to ſee their faces, 


and whether he was ſure that the two priſoners at the 
bar were two of : them ? * He ſail yes, it was light e- 


an eee, 


2137 520 Sar % 20 n 33; 

"The: Judge Bkewiſe: aſked, if he knew the carrdty- 
bearded man, or had ever ſeen him before, He anſwer⸗ 
ed never to his knowledge in his life.” 

Salmon then went ond and ſaid, that Kelley, one of 

* the then priſoners at the bar, drew a knife,” and ſaid, 
1 2 him; let us ſearch him; and took out of his” 
et à tobacco: box, in which was one guinea 
in ſilver, and a- 
* filver"porket- and alſo took from out of his 
pocket, a claip-knife and forle : be ſaid the bundle 


contained two pair of leather-breeches, marked with 


J. S. and a figure of 4 under the right-hand pocket; 
6 n re with an eyelet * 


* at each corner. 
were:produced i 


All che 3 de 
— and he ſaid they were the g . The Jagen 
of, and that were his property. udge 
him: how eros ate and he ſaid by a 
particular mark it had in the middle; the judge then 
aſked-the priſonets, if they would aſẽ Salmon any que- 
ſtions ? on which Kelley defired he might be aſked, * if 


© he drew a knife ?* and Salmon anſwered, yes, you 


did 3 3 _ that could not. be, for be had 
not vidio igt cu 

And 8 that he was preſent and dic 
hear James alſo depoſe as followeth; that he 


dealt in old cloaths, and that on the 3oth of July 17 4 | 
in the morning he went into Kent - reet to the 
hoſpital, to ſae if they bad any old clothes to ſell, dat 
" n into the — 
gle 


and damned him; 


1 
1 * 
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a piat of beer, and telling the land- 
$; he obſerved three men drinking: 
ſay de dealt in old: clothes, one gf 
fellow, aſked kim if be would 


3 
11 


141151 
i 
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for 
to bind 
more money. | 
He ſaid he aſkec 1 he lapdledy for half p peg 
* of tobacco, and ſaying that he had Joſt his tobacco- 


;robbed —— and what 
greater ſuſpicion that they were the men robbed 
him was, was, becauſe he faw: one of _ duek'd for 
ind. Dien ni 
Tberenpon he was "aſked by the court, „How be 
© knew the breeches belonged to Salmon the proſecutor ? 
„He ſaid becauſe he had bought breeches of him for 
_ ©: himaſelf and his ſon, and kuew bis mark perfeAly 
©: well; and Eagan further ſaid; chat he — > ©. 
2 to get the reſt of the money, but wich a de- 
gn to get à conſtable; and met Mr. Macdaniel an 
© acquaintance of his, and knowing him to be an officer, 
* he told him the ftory; on which - Macdaniel {aid he 
© need'not give himſelf any moge:trouble,! for nen 
© could do as well as à conſtable. 131 
They then went and took Ellis and Kelley, e 0 
1 and on ſearching them, ſound on 
Kelley the filver et · piece 
© claſp-knife. — on which they ſent for Sal- 
mon the proſecutor, who ſaid (when he came) that 
they were two of the men that robbed him, and that 
| 3 then n nennen, 
* let 956 
- The court then demanded ofthe priſonersifthey would 
alk the witneſs Eagan any queſtions? on which Kelley 
Gelired he might be aſked, n ** 


* 
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ded fellow, and he the ſaid. ! ö 


What 
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who told him the — knowing him to be an officer; 
* and he went and took them, and on ſearching them, 
« found in Kelley's pocket a ſilver pocket · piece and a 
« claſp knife; E that he 
* deſixed à drummer wha! was there to aſſiſt him in 


4 


| th coun biking them fand down, I id in panſutae 
* of my warrants (with the help of Mr. Sar 2 
Warren, two of the conſtables of Greenwich) 
' hend and take Macdaniel, Salmon, and 4 
* as it was late at night, I got leave to ſecure dem in 
the Mayor's-goal forahes ee and having pat. 
into rooms, 1 aſked James Salmon if be hene, 
* one Þ omas Blee, aud he ſaid no, he did not, I. 
to him that I was ſure he did know N 
1 tively denied it: and the next dax 1 
being Friday the 46th, being then before a great naju- 
* ber of en and moſt of theta juſtices; and:Blee - 
brought face to face before him, 5 was aſhed if he 
knew that man? And he declared he did not, . 
had he ever ſen him before to his knowledge; and 
vs to the laſt, 
And this informant ſaith fanher, that the 1 
galmon gave of himfelf, when he entered into retagtil - 
* zance to proſecute was, that he was a loather · dreſſer and 
breeches · maket on Saffron-hill; but I found he did not 
© live, and was not. known there, but lived in Shoe - lane, 
where I found him; and told him that the third per- 
* ſon who robbed him was named Thomas Blee ; but he 


;- 


my 


» 
. 
— —— —— — — — —— — — — — 
* 


dees themſelves. Aye, ſays he, Iknow that; and if 1 
was clear of this, I would never be concerned again. 


- | 
— * 
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allo aſked Macdatiel, in tile Mayor's codrt; if hed 


© knew Thomas Blee; and he fad he did net; and 


© the next morning deing the 16th, he did defire ity! 
© ſpeak to me in private; he then eried, and begged” 


© me to be his friend: and faid, if I would get him 
committed for. further examination only, he eould put 
«* five hundred pounds into my pocket; and deſired 1 


© © would ſpeak to the Juſtices; for that he could make a 


1 t diſcovery relating to the public. 

27 thereupon — Auf ori gene | 
© ſaid, but at the ſame time- I thought it my duty in 
juſtice to the public, and in order to prevent ſo during 
© a villain from eſcaping the hands of juſtice, to uſe my 
« utmoſt endeavours to prevent his being an evidence. 

As to John Berry, I never ſaw him before I ſaw 


him then at Maidſtone; and at the time that Ellis and 


Kelley were called to trial, I found him in the Upper. 
court, and aſked him to go to drink; and as we were 


4 going towards the Bell; Where intended to fix him, f 0 
* 


aſked me what J thought of Ellis and Kelley's af- 
* fair, whether 1 was of opinion they would be caſt, 
and who was to pay the expences, ſor that they would 


* be conſiderable ? In anſwer to which, 1 told him, if 


they were convicted there would be ſufficient to pay 


© the expences very handſomely ; and he faid, yes, if 


© they are caſt: but if they ſnould be acquitted, ſaid he? 
© why then, I ſaid, the proſecutors muſt pay the expen- N 


By this time we were got to the Bell, the diſcourſe 
dropt, and I took him into cuſtody: and after the 
* trial was over, and we had ſecur'd them all in the 


Mayor's-goal, I aſked Berry, if he knew Thomas 


© Blee? And he denied that he knew any ſuch man, 


and pretended to be a ſtrangec to them all, and only 


met by chance in the Graveſend-boat, as he was 
coming into the country about horſes And the next 
day being the 16th of September, When het was com- 
mitted, he and I walked together from the Bell to the 
goal; and in going along he ſaid, he hoped the gen- 
i tlemen would not ſuffer Macdaniel to be an evidence, 
* for that he had ſaved himſelf once before by that 

| * anvansz” 
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© means ; but if they would admit him an ev: dence, he 
could do for Macdanie and Ralph Mitchell; but refu- 


« ſed to enter into particulars, bat ſaid be would write to 4 


* me in a few days but never did, 
As for Eagan, the firſt 5 Flat of h wis at 
« Maidftone ; after he was in the Mayor's-goal, I 


« aſked him, if he knew Blee, and he faid he knew no 


* ſuch man: but the next day being before the juſtice, * 


« and face.to face with Blee, he did own, though with 
difficulty, that Blee was the man whom he had bought 
© the. breeches of, at the Black-ſpread-eagle in Kent- 
« ſtreet, but that he was otherways a ſtranger to him: 
* and as for Berry; 
* him in his life before he ſaw him in the Grayeſend- 
* boat, as he was coming 1 to the aflizes. © 

* JOSEPH COX. 


The Denne of Mr Jariies Kerby, a clerk of 
Bhckwell-hall, ſets ' forth ; That he lives cloſe to 
* Union-court, which adjoineth to Scroopꝰs- court, 
he knows Macdaniel, Berry, Salmon, and 
N Ble, and knows them to be perfectly well ac- 

* quainted with each other; that he had ſeen Macda- 
* niel's iron tobacco-box, and affirmeth, that the box 
* ſhewed unto him by Joſeph Cox, is the ſaid Macda- 
* miel's box, to the "beſt ſt of his knowledge and belief. 
* That he looked upon Blee as a runner or errand-boy 
* to Macdaniel; and that he very well remembers, a- 
bout July laſt, i. e. 1 
to an uncommon! | length 


The information of Mr. George File ge, . forth; 
* That he is landlord to Macdaniel, and had been ſo 
* ever fince the Tueſday after Shrove:Tueſday, then 
« laſt paſt; that he is well aſſured, Macdaniel, Berry, 
6 Salmon, Fagan, and Blee, are perfectly well ac- 
1 for that he hath often. feen them together; 
that he remembered Blee's wearing his beard to an un- 

* uſual length, about the latter end of July laft ; that the, 


* ſaid Macdaniel, when he was ſetting out for the Maid- 
© lone aſſizes, told him, this informant, that he was 


„ going to Coventry, and that he expected ſoon to receive 
"A 1 of money. The 


he infiſted on it, that he never ſaw. | 


I 


— 
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The information of Mr. Thomas Sargeant, who keeps 
the Prince Frederick's-head, near Wellcleſe · quare, ſets 


—F 


forth © That he is well acquainted with Macdaniel, Ni 
ry, and Blee, that about twelve months before the 
above date, Macdaniel lived near unto bim, and Blee 
went for his man, and uſed to fetch for Macdaniel, 
from this informant's houſe, beer and tobacco; and 
* uſed to bring an iron-box with raiſed carv'd work on 
© the lid, the ſame that is now produced by Joſeph Cox: 
that he remembers, Macdanie! himſelf ſhewed him the 
« ſame tobacco-box, as an ancient and great cutioſity. 


The information of James Price, who lives upon 
Hatton-wall, and has in George yard where 


Berry's dwelling-houſe is, was much the ſame as thoſe. 


above. As was alſo that of John Samms, a Carman, 
who lives on Saffron-hill, and wu ſtables — in . — 
ſame George- yard, facing Berry's dwelling-houſe. 

Brada of Brooks - market, doth likewiſe in his informa» 
tion with the abo ge. KF 
From theſe foregoing informations aroſe the moſt. 


material evidence that could be given againk the priſo-. 


ners, Macdaniel, Berry, Salmon, and Eagan, and e- 


nough too (the reader will readily imagine) when he. 


ſhall be perſuaded that Blee's information taken on the 
gth of Auguſt- 1754, and ſworn to on the 13th, and 


compared with the evidence given by en 
and 


and Salmon on the 15th at Maidſtone, againſt 


Kelley, is in ſubſtance, if not in the very words, exact - 
ly alike; which muſt prove Blee to be the perſon who. 


robbed Salmon wirh Ellis and Kelley, (although Salmon 
denied it, or that he had ever ſeen him before) or elſe 


Blee muſt be more than human, to know before-hand. 


what evidence they would give. ' 


The priſoners were thus found guilty, of all the fats. 


charged in the indictment, upon the cleareſt evidence; 


and to the entire ſatis faction of the court and jury; but 
the court baving ſome doubt as to the law, were 
pleaſed to direct the jury to fign the following ſpecial. 
verdict, y Bu 8 . | 


. 
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« Ve find che Recrd of hm Gg of enk 
eee ere 1 


E find that before the committing n 
bery, the defendants, Macdaniel, Berry, Ea- 
22 alias , and Salmon, and Thomas Blee, 
«. did maliciouſly and felonioully, and with intention to 
„ procury. to eee 
« ſtatute for the apprehending of robbers on the b 
« way, and ſome: . —.— offered by the i 
« tants of the pariſh of Greenwich and other adjoining 
« pariſhes, all met at the Bell-Inn in Holborn, in Lon- 
« dof 3 And chat they all agreed Blee ſhould preeure 
« two perſons to commit a robbery on the higheway 
e upon the defendant; James Salmon, in the pariſh. of 
« St. Paul Deptford: in Kent, which is an adj 
« + pariſh an pariſh of Greenwich; and 
did maliciouſly and feloniouſſy — = 
« agree, that the ſaid Blee ſhould inform ſuch perſons, 
that the ſaĩd Blee would aſſiſt mo ſteal ſome Linen 
jn the faid>pariſh of St. Paul, 
That the ſaid-Blee, in purſuance of the ſaid. agree 
« ment, and with the privity of the ſaid defendants,” 
« did engage and procure the ſaid Peter Kelley and John 
« Ellis in the ſaid indictment named, to go with him 
to Deptford, to ſteal linen, — — 
« tell the ſaid Kelley and Ellis, or either of them, of 
* the ſaid intended robbery on Salman, nor at any 
other time before the ſaid was committed; 
« and in eonſequeneg of ſuch agi 
« privity of all the ſaid defendants, the ſaid 17 — 
did go with the ſaid Blee to 2 * | 
% And that the ſaid. Blee, Ellis Kelley, — 
Qs. * at Deptford, aforeſaid, and the ſaid Salmon being 
e; then and _ waiting, in 1097 owe — 
aut, ance e agreement aforetaid ; they, ; 
«pr Ellis and Kelley, did all feloniouſly aſſault the 
nal « id Salmon, and vi take from his perſon the aid 
2 n on which the ſaid 
Ve FF 
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and with the : 


s highway, in 


* 


* _ 
— — —— a — «4 ++ — 
. *Y * . 
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« And we find that none of the ſaid defendants ever 
had any converſation with the ſaid Kelley and Ellis, or 
« either of them, before the ſaid robbery was commit- 
ted, but we find that before the ſaid robbery was 
“ committed, the ſaid Macdaniel, Eagan; and Berry, 
* ſaw the faid Kelley and Ellis, and told the ſaid Blee 
that they would do very well for the purpoſe of 
* robbing the ſaid Salmon as aforeſaid ; but whether 
* the defendants or any of them are guilty of feloniouſ- 
* ly and maliciouſly comforting, aiding, abetting, aſ- 
* fiſting, councelling; hiring or commanding the ſaid 
* Kelley and Ellis, or either of them to commit the 
* felony and robbery abovementioned, or whether the 
** ſaid defendants or any of them are guilty of feloni- 
% ouſly, and maliciouſly moving, procuring, abetting 
* and councelling the taid Kelley and Ellis, or either of 
© them, to commit the ſaid felony and robbery, in man- 
ner and form as in the ſecond count of the ſaid in- 
dictment is charged againſt them we know not, and 


3 pray the advice of the court. And if the court is 


<« of opinion they are guilty, we are of opinion they 
* .are guilty; but if the court are of opinion that they 


© are not guilty, then we are of opinion they are 
22 $6 eee OS CHW e, ase 


* not guilty,” : 

Richard Heaviſide, Randall Bayliss, 

Gam. Gardner, John Keene, 
Nathaniel Norton, wh 

Ebenezer Gardner, 

Juohn Poppleton, 


2 
©} 1917 * 


T*HE Trial ; being ; over; and | the Special Verdict 


/ 


1 figned, I ſhall in the next place proceed: to give 


the reader an account of the attempt to try Blee and” 
Rocheſter the reaſons that led thereunto, and the means 
by which my intentions therein miſcarriedwꝓwſ. 
Stephen Macdaniel, John Berry; James Eagang and 
James Salmon, having been tried at the Old Baily, on 
Saturday March 1ſt. 1755, for felonioufly comforting, 
aiding, abetting, aſſiſting, counſelling, hiting. and 
commanding John Ellis and Peter Kelley, to 9 N 
| almon; 
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galmon; and ſuch ſpecial Verdict being formed, be. 
cauſe it did not appear in the courſe of the evidence, 
that the faid defendants did immediately, in their oon 
proper perſons, comfort, aid, abet, aſſiſt, counſe}, hire, 
or command, Ellis and Kelley to rob Salmon. 

And it being apprehended that the proceedings upon 
the ſpecial Verdi&, before the twelve Judges, would 
be attended with t expence- and | inconveniences, a 
method was therefore thought of, which might prove 
more quick, leſs chargeable, and more certain; this 
was to get Blee convicted for robbing Salmon at the 
next aſſizes, at Rocheſter, to be held on the 18th of 
March, and ' afterwards, under the proviſions of the 
ſtatute of the firſt of Queen Anne, chap. , by obtain-- 
ing his Majeſty's pardon, to make him a legal evidence; 
and then to try the defendants, Macdaniel, Berry, Sal- 
mon, and Eapan, at the ſeſſions following at the Old 
Bai'y, for feloniouſly comforting, aĩding. abetting, aſ- 
— counſelling, hiring and commanding Blee to rob 

on. | 1 | 
By this ient it was thought the objeQion in law, 
to which the ſpecial Verdict was liable, would be beſt 
removed, and that it would anſwer the ends of juſtice, - 
and give a pleaſing ſatisfaction to all mankind. * The 
uſe of this ſtatute appeared to my poor capacity, ſo very 
applicable to the cate of thoſe moſt profligate and aban- 
doned wretches, that I cannot forbear ſtating that part 
of the act which ſeems relative to it, and which I the 
rather publiſh, becauſe I have met with but very few 

* at all acquainted with that moſt uſeful and excel - 

t law. 141 Gras 19 (519 N . 

That ſtatute after reciting, that the abettors, and con- 
trivers of theft, and other felonies, had been the princi- 
pal cauſe of the commiſſion of ſuch felonies ; and that 
as the law then ſtood, no acceſſary could be convicted 
or ſuffer any puniſhment, when the principal was not 
attainted, enaQts, © That, if any principal offender fhall 
be convicted of any felony, or ſtand mute, or peremp- 

« torily challenge above twenty of the perſons returned 

to be of the jury, it ſhall be lawful to proceed againſt 

the acceſſary before the fact, as if ſuch principal felon 
ſhall be pardoned, or delivered before . 
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- As I thought the ſcheme I had propoſed, bot h lawful 


and reaſonable, provided a pardon could be depended on 


for Blee, 1 — endeavoured as far as 1 could, to 


put it in execution; for this end I waited on the ho- 


nourable Mr. F airfax, and acquainted him with my in- 
tentions, and begged his aſſiſtance, 1 he was tho 
ly acquainted with their wicked proceedings, and 
often expreſſed his ardent deſire to bring the offenders to 
Juſtice ; and he was pleaſed moſt — to promiſe me his 
ee towards procuring a pardon for Blee, ad- 
ding, that he believed he ſhould be at the n, 
r himſelf. 
I therefore on Tueſday March the 18th. went to 
Maidſtone to acquaint Blee, who was ſtill in confinement, 
with what was intended, being determined not to try 
him, without his own conſent ; and upon my explai Pg 
the nature of the caſe to him, he declared his 
to confeſs the indictment. I then proceeded to Rocheſ- 
ter, and the next morning got the bill of indictment 
found againſt Blee ; but ſeveral of my friends having de- 
Clared their doubts whether I 1 af- 
ter Blee ſhould be convicted, to obtain his pardon, and 
it not ſuiting the honourable abovementioned; 
to be at the aflizes; I was' obliged to decline that 
ſoheme——and Blee was — pb _—_— —— 
which means it became im of 
ons again for their lives, ws acceſſes boy "fach robs 


F cannot forbear taking notice of the E an- 
ede I n wacke, notwithſtanding ility of 


this ſcheme, from the — of any ill ari- 


ſing from it to Blee : I ſhould never have forgiven my - 


ſelf if Blee had been convicted, and I ſhould have been 
unable to n my promiſe. 

I have — 5 that beſides the difficalty 
of — a ſpecial pardon for him, in order to re- 


ſtore him to his ability in law, to give evidence (fup- 


poſing I ſhould have ſucceeded in it) the fees of obtain- 

ing and pleading it, in the following term, in the court 
of King's-Bench, would coſt me above one hundred 
and fifty.pounds ; ſo large an additional e E 
N be erpected _ one in __— wy n, who 


=, — a 1 a K_ a—— cw r jy 


gasse . = 2 a4 =» A 


7 F 88 6 


E 
; 


RBERTREBGESES THESE 


K 


135.98 F 


= 
= 


ELASY 


5 


* 7595 ant * | | a 

A true and faithful Narrative, Cc. 45 

had no other view in embarking in this tedious 
and intricate affair but the public good, „ 7 Wo 
time flood unaſſiſted by any other purſe than my own. . | 2 
This pointment at Rocheſter; left no way to 
againſt thoſe Monſters but on the ſpecial Ver- 
dict; fas which the Judges appointed June the 19th ; 
and on that day the twelve Judges of England met, and 7 
ſat one whole day to hear council — them; which 
was learnedly argued by the Hon. Mr. Hume Campbell 43 
and Councellor Madden; and on the 26th, they met | 
and fat another whole day to hear council for — 
| 
| 


- 
” 
* * 1 * 
— — — — — 
— — — 


which was alſo by Mr. Serjeant Davy, 
and Councellor Aſton, being the Council aſſigned them 
by the Judges; and the Judges were then pleaſed to defer 5 
giving their opinions until another time; which was on 
the 8th day of December following, and which opi- 4 
nion, or judgment was, that they ſhould be acquitted ww 
on the former inditment 3 but on Saturday the 6th, 1 
two days before they were acquitted, a freſh indictment _ 
was found againſt them for a conſpiracy, by order of | 2 
„„ fpgrny 1 er NIE | 1-7 
e Ju | 
Here I "I cannot forbear admirin the excellency of the | 85 
conſtitution of this kingdom, — great care R, 
tenderneſs of my Lords the Judges: reſerving 
to thoſe moſt mercileſs offenders, L 
laws which themſelves had ſo — — 
_ and ſubſervient to their pernicious Pur- 
poſes. 
February the 28th, they were tried at the ſeſſions at 
the Old Baily, in the mayoralty of Slingſby Bethell, Eſq; 
upon an indictment for — and conſpiring 8. 
ther, that one . — * procure two perf __ - 
namely, Peter e s, to go to Deptford 
in Lore and to — divers and money - from. the 
perſon of James Salmon, on the-King's W 5 — 
was to be waiting at a certain —— 
with intent that they ſhould cauſe the ſaid 


— 


I e err * 
ſaid Salmon, on the to Read th re unjuſtly 
e the rewards men- 
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tioned in Ihe act of parliament, and other parochial te- 


it impoſlible to protect the priſoners 


* 


wards,for the apprehending of highway men. 


The priſoners having nothing material to ſay in their | 
defence, the jury found them guilty. . ''The ſentence 
pronounced againſt 4 2 court, was, to be im- 

r the te 


priſoned in Newgate rm of ſeven years ; and 
in that time to be Bd = them ſet in the pillory twice, 
in manner following : Macdaniel and Berry in Holborn, 


near Hatton garden; Gabagan and Salmon in the middle 


of Smithfield. And afterwards Macdaniel and Berry at 
the end of King-ſtreet, Cheapſide: and Gahagan and 
Salmon in Fleet-ſtreet, near Fetter-lane end ; and 
at the — that time to find ſureties for their _e 
behaviour for three years, and to pay a fine 

mark each, 

Purſuant to their Sentence, | Macdaniel and aw 
the 5th of March, ſtood in the pillory in Holborn near 
Hatton-garden, and were ſo ſeverely handled by the 
pulace, that it was with the utmoſt difficulty that one of 


the ſheriffs and the keeper of Newgate, who flood in a 
balcony juſt by, prevented their being utterly deſtroyed; 


and ſo great was the mob, that the 2 found 
rom their fury. 

March 8. Gahagan and Salmon ſtood in the pillory 
in the middle of Smithfield. Rounds ; they were | inftant- 
ly aſſaulted with -ſhowers of oyſter-ſhells, ſtones,  &c, 
and had not ſtood above half an hour before Gahagan was 
truck dead, and Salmon was fo dangerouſly — 
in the head, that it was thought impoſſible he could re- 
cover. Whatever puniſhment. they might deſerve from 
the law, itis certain they ought not to be killed thro' the 
rage of the populace. | 


far, I think it conſiſtent with the intention of this 
arrative, and agreeable to my firſt reſolution, to give 
ſome account of the various tranſactions that they and 
others have been guilty of; tho' it may not be proper, 
nor yet poſſible to mention all, for many reaſons : 

And firſt, becauſe it would fill a large — and quite 
tire the reader's patience, which, I fear muſt be well 
worn out _—_' ; and therefore, I ſhall * 2 
ome 


Hi. followed the moſt notorious of villains thus 
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me of the moſt remarkahle that are come to my know - 
led N 70 $ WAS | $3 

bal begin- with" the attempts 6f-Berey' and others 
on the lives of two lads near or quite 18 years ago, and 
which will ſhew, that Berry was no ſtranger to the road 
between Deptford and New- croſs: turnpike; I cannot 
convey a better idea of thoſe tranſactions than in the 


words of one of the ſufferers who is, +(tho' very near be- 


ing otherwiſe) now alive to juſtify what he ſays for truth; 


and which, as | had it from his own mouth is as followeth, 


The information of Lyon ALtxANDER; a Poulterer, 


of the Pariſh of St. James's, Duke's-Place > who faith, 


* before the hard froſt, 1540, he being then 
Acc 


ntally met in White-Chapel, with John Berry, 
and Thomas Currant, both ſtrangers to him at that 
time, Berry clapped him on the ſhoulder and ſaid, my 
lad will you earn a ſhilling ? and being anſwered yes, 


with all my heart; what is it to do? was again an- 


ſwered, by Berry, only to go to the Dolphin in Well- 
ſtreet, near Rag- fair; and afterwards to carry a bundle 
to the Gren- B 

this informant I agreed, and went with Berry and Cur- 
rant to the ſaid *Delphin, ' And this informant ſaith, 
when he came there, he was ſhut" into a room with 
John Berry, Thomas Currant, Sol. Deadman, and Sa- 
muel Unwin, all thief-takers, as it afterwards appeared: 
And further ſaith, that they all behaved in a very odd 
manner; he did then deſire them to give him the bun- 
dle, they told him of, that he might do the job, and 


get home to his maſter ; but Berry anſwered him and 


aid, Gd d— -n you, you yourſelf are the bun- 


dle that is to be carried; on which he was much ſur- 
prized, and wanted and endeavoured to get out of the 
room; but Berry again damned him, and faid, if he 
made a noiſe he would beat out his brains; and did by 
force and violence keep him in: and this informant 
ſaith, that he did beg of them that if he had done any 
thing amiſt, he might be cartied before a juſtice ; but 


a lad, and juſt entring upon his apprenticeſhip, 


ragon in Moorfields; en which ſaith == 


— — 
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did not-belong to any ſhip, 
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Berry faid,- you have done no harm, but only run-away 
from your maſter a captain of a ſhip at Greenwich; 
but this informant anſwered, and faid, I am 4 Jew, 
I dont belong to any ſhip, neither can I by the eu 


of my religien,. eat their victuals; but Berry ſajd he did 


belong to a ſhip, -:and that he ſhould go along with them 
to his maſter, and beat him with a ſtick, and dragged 
him out of the hpy&, in order, as he ſaid. to carry him 
on boaad a ſnhip at Greenwich, to which be ſaid he be- 
longed; and coming into the ſtreet, the People aſked 
what was the matter, 'and was anſwered by Berry, that 
they were only going to catry him to his maſter at 


Greenwich, from whom they ſaid he had run away, 


and they dragged and beat him all the way down Wap- 
ping, becauſe” he eried out to the people, and faid he. 


© And this informant faith, that as he elung by the 
poſts and rails as he paſt along, to prevent being carried 
away, they beat him on the knuckles with their ſticks, 


to make him let go his hold, and broke his fingers 3 the 


marks of which he now bears, and ſhall to his dying 
day: and this informant ſaith, that at Wapping they 
took boat and went to Greenwich, and having got over- 
againſt the hanged man, Berry aſked this informant, it 
he ſaw him; and being anſwered yes, Berry ſaid, you 
will hang in the ſame manner, and your rags, will fly in 
the air in the ſame manner as his does; which ſo fright- 
ened and terrified this informant, that he was going, 
and did endeavour to throw himſelf overboard, but was 
prevented by them 17} 11115354 br 

- On their arrival at Greenwich, Berry enquired far 
and found a conſtable, a publican, at the ſign of the 
King's-Head, and gave him charge of this. informant, 
as being a foot-pad ; and he was carried before a juſtice 
of the peace a French gentleman :. and there Sol, Nead- 
man and Berry did fwear, that this informant, in com- 
pany with one John Pritchard, robbed the ſajd- Sol. 

eadman, between Deptford. and New-Croſs, of - a fil- 
ver watch, his hat and wig ; and Berry ſwore,.-that 
they robbed him at the ſame time of ſeven ſhillingy and 
fix- pence ; and becauſe he had no more-money, he _ 
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that this informant knocked him down with the but - end 
of his piſtol ſeven yards into a ditch. © | 
And Samuel Unwin and Thomas'Currant ſaid, they 
knew this informant, and that he had been an Evidence 
at the Old Baily, and hanged five or fix people; on 


-which this informant was committed to Maidftone. Goal: 


but he deſired the juſtice to enquire of theſe men what 
they were, and where they lived 3 Samuel Unwin ſaid 
Re kept the Dolphin alehouſe near Wellcloſe-ſquare, 
which was true; Thomas Currant ſaid he kept a ſilver- 


ſmith's ſhop near Coyent-Garden z and Sol. Deadman 
ſaid, he as a ſhoemaker's. ſhop in the Strand; and 
e 


Berry ſaid, he kept a Poulterer's Shop in Leadenhal}- 
market: all which, concerning the three laſt, was falſe, 
as it afterwards appeared. Ro; I 

And this informant ſaith, that he was committed to 
Maidſtone-Goal, about one week before the aſſizes; to 
which goal John Pritchard, as mentioned before, was 


likewiſe committed about a week before him, by the 


ſame gentleman, for the ſame robbery. ' And this in. 
formant faith,” that he had juſt time to write to his 
friends, and they appeared at Rocheſter afſizes and em- 
ployed a lawyer, in his defence ; and the faid four 
Thief-takers appeared likewiſe, and gave inſtruQtions 
for a bill of indictment again{t this informant, and his 
fellow priſoner ; but, finding, that this informant had 
friends, and people of character and worth to make his 
innocence appear, they never took out the bill itſelf, 


but all ran away; on which, this informant and his fel- 


low priſoner (an entire ſtranger to him) were cleared ; 
and this informant's friends being at a tavern at Roche. 
ſter, and ſaying they would give fifty pounds to have 
thoſe Villains $iſcovered and apprehended, and being 
overheard by Unwin's kinſman, he did for the ſake of 
the money undertake, - and did do it; and warrants 
were obtained from a juſtice in Wellcloſe-ſquare, a- 
gainſt John Berry, Samuel Unwin,, Thomas Currant, 
and Sal. DGd mm.. 

And this informant ſaith, that one Charles Remington 
apprehended Berry, who was, tried for it at Hick's- 
Hall, pleaded guilty, and was fined and impriſoned. 


At _- Unwin . 
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Unwin kept out of ſight until his Friends compromi: 
ſed the affair, and paid twenty pounds, is 


Thomas Currant was taken, but made his eſcape gut 


of a coach-door, and was never after heard of. Sol. 
Deadman was never. taken for this offence, tho' often 
attempted z he went always armed, and did once ſhoot 
at his purſuers, and got clear off, but was after this 
taken at Oxford, for a highway robbery ; and com: 
mitted to goal there, where attempting to kill the goaler 


in order to make his eſcape, was killed himſelf. 


The next exploit in point of time, that I find thoſe 
particular men concerned in, was in the September Sef- 
ſions in the mayoralty of William Ben, Eſq; in the year 
1747: This was an attempt on the lives of John Swan- 
nick, and William Baily ; two friendleſs boys, one a- 
bout 20, the other 13 years of age; and contrived by 


Macdaniel, Berry, Salmon, and one Boddy for the fake 


of the reward; as it was related to me by Mr. Moſdell, 
brewer in Southwark, who was at that time foreman of 
the- grand jury for the county of Middleſex, who faith, 
That he and ſome more of the ſaid jury had a ſuſpi- 


. © cion at the time the bill was before them, that it was a 
© bad proſecution ; and was therefore for rejecting the 


© bill; but it was carried by a majority againſt their opi- 
© nion, and the bill was found.” But he being a gen- 
tleman no ways ſparing of his time or money, when 
bent upon coming at truth ; determined therefore with 
the aſſiſtance of two or three more of the jury as ſoon 
as they ſhould be releaſed from their duty, to make en- 
quiry into the truth of what was ſworn ; but whether 


. It was by accident or that it was the proſecutors con- 
- trivance, is not known, but their trials were the firſt 


called on that ſeſſions, and they were tried and convic- 
ted before the buſineſs of the jury for that day was 
over, conſequently no good could be done them upon 
_____. Ek”. cz 4 
Mr. Moſdell not content to let this affair terminate 
ſo, the next morning waited on the Lord Mayor and. Sir 
John Stracy the Recorder, at the Old Baily, to'acquaint 
them with his opinion, and to take their advice upon 
it, but was anſwered, he ſhould have come upon the 
trial and delivered his ſentiments there, which might 
| EA, ave 
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have faved them, bfit now it was too late for any geod 7 
to be done. Ao. 8 t 
During this converſation, an expreſſion dropt from 
the recorder, which furniſhed the ſaid Mr. Moſdell with 
ſome materials which were afterwards of uſe, and were to 
this effect, i. e. that he the recorder believed the jury 
would not have brought the boys in guilty but for this 
reaſon, Salmon was aſked by the jury where he lived ? 
and he anſwered at the bottom of Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, 
being aſked how long he had lived there ? he replied, 
he had lived and been a houſe · keeper there near twenty 
years, This he the recorder ſaid, gained Salmon the 
credit which before was wanting; but on ftri@ enquiry 
being made, it was found, he had not only impoſed on 
the court in that particular, but they likewiſe traced his 
living at fourteen different places within five years; and 
that he was in other reſpects a man of ill repute: Mr. 
Moſdell did alſo prove the place and company he was in 
the night he pretended to have been robbed, to his face, 
before the recorder. | 
This ſo clearly convinced them of the villainy of 
the affair, as to determine them (the whole grand jury) 
to petition his Majeſty in favour of the two convicts; 
which was done, and was, ready in the King's hands, 
when the report was made by the recorder, and had the 
good effect of finding favour enough to gain a reſpite 
for fourteen days; during which, ſuch diligence was 
uſed, in finding out the deſign of this ſcene of villainy, 
as to procure for the unhappy boys a free pardon: by 
this means the reward was ſtopped, and has not been 
paid to this day, - | n 
In the courſe of the enquiries amongſt Salmon's 
acquaintance, Mr. Moſdell told me, he heard of ſeve- 
ral more things of the like nature perpetrated by them, 
preceding to this affair, | 5 
But notwithſtanding all the aſſiduity that was poſſi- 
ble to be made uſe of, one of the poor creatures died in 
Newgate of the goal - diſtemper, juſt after the pardon 
was obtained : ſo that they theſe Thief - takers) may 
juſtly be ſaid to be the death of him, by their wicked 


contrivances. 
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It may be obſerved, with what art they deceived, 
the court and the jury at that time; for, Salmon, Ber. 
ry, Macdaniel, and one Mr. Body a Thief taking con- 
ſtable, pretended to be ſtrangers to each other, when 
nothing is more certain than that they were all very 
well acquainted, 
It is obſervable likewiſe, that Salmon, altho' not 
robbed at all, yet ſwore he was robbed by fourfellows, 
This {wearing againſt four, was a ſor: of improve. 
ment upon their former ſchemes ; and had they ſucceeded 
in the conviction of the two lads, under our preſent no- 
tice ; there is no doubt to be made but that in a ſeſſion 
or two afterwards, they would have picked up two more, 
and have ſwore to them likewiſe ; by which means 
they would have gotten'to themſelves a good round ſum, 
| The tryal of hole two unhappy creatures, being very 
remarkable, leads me into an opinion that my readers 
will be pleaſed to have a ſight of it: whence, they will 
be better able to judge what is due to the perpetrators of 
ſuch (till of late) unheard of ſcenes of villainy, 
Wedneſday September the gth, 1747, John Swan- 
nick and William Baily (two boys) in company with 
two others not then taken, were then indicted for rob- 
bing James Salmon of a guinea in gold, and twenty | 
millings in ſilver, July 21. | 
James Salmon. I am by trade a breeches-maker, and 
had been out July the 2 iſt, and had received ſome mo- 
ney, I called in Red-lyon-ſquare, and drank part of two 
tankards.of Beer; and coming, up the ſquare, I ſaw four { 
fellows at the end of the ſquare, and they dogged me: v 
the boy Swannick paſt me two or three times, and aſked 
me what it was a clock, they were ſwearing at one ano- 
ther; I kept forward, and came into Dean-ftreet, where 
one of the priſoners (Baily) came up to me and gave me 
a blow croſs my eye-brow, and cut it very much, ſo that 
the blood ran down ; I was for getting up again, when 
another ſaid G d d——n you Jack knock him on 
the head ; with that he gave me another blow. | 
- Queſtion. Did you underſtand which that was, who 
ſaid d——» bim Jack, knock him on the head? 
Salmon. That was one of the other, the young one 
Swannick had his hand in my pocket, and took out- my 
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mouey, which was one guinea and twenty ſhillings in 


filver ; I cried out ſtopthief, but no body was by. 


Queſtion. Was it light at that time? | 
Salmon. The lamps were light, and I took particular 
notice of him that ſtruck me, for his hands were fullof 
warts. Preſently after a * Gentleman came by, = ftrart- 
ger, I did not know him, and he afked me what was the 
matter? I ſaid I was abuſed, and rohbed ; he ſaid you 
are bloody, and took out his handkerchief to wipe my 
eyes, and bind.my head ; and he went home with me. 
Queſtion, When did you fee the priſoner at the bar? 
Salmon. I ſaw one of them, but not the two together 
till Thurſday laſt (at Chick-lane by Black-Boy-ally) I 
ſaw them ſporting there together, on which I went away 
to Mr, Berry (who was the perſon that firſt came to my 
aſſiſtance in the ftreet) and told him I ſaw the two chaps - 
that robbed and beat me, ſo Mr. Berry went to one Body, 
and we went down to take them; but when we came 
there, there was twelve or thirteen of them ; we ſaw them, 
but durſt not take them. | 85 | 
2 Who did you ſee then? 
Salmon. We ſaw both the priſoners at the bar, but 
could not venture to take them, there were ſo many to- 
ether. | 
2 — When did you take them? ä | 
Salmon, On Saturday, Mr. Body and another man 
took them, and ſent for me to the 'Three-tuns in Kerby- 
ſtreet, and aſked me, if I knew them? Ifaid I did ; we 
went before a juſtice, and he committed them, | 
John Berry. I know nothing of the robbery, but I 
came by between eleven and twelve, and the poor man 
was crying out ſtop thief! he ſaid he had been robbed 


by four fellows, but I ſaw nobody; he had received a 


very great blow, and was in a bloody condition; I bound 
his head with my handkerchief, and went home with 
him: Some time afterwards, we heard of Baily being in 
Bridewell for another robbery ; Salmon went to ſee him 
in Bridewell, but laid then he could not be quite poſi- 
tive, but he would go the next day to ſee him; but he 
(that is Baily) the priſoner was then turned out. 
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-- On Thurſday he came to me again, and he ſaid that 
in Chick-lane, he ſaw the 'two perſons that had robbed 


him, and aked me what he ſhould do? and I ſaid, he 
had better go to Mr. Body, for he knew thoſe gangs bet- 


ter than Idid; we went to Chick-lane, and he pitched 


upon them two as they were toſſing up, but did not 
take them then, not caring to venture as there were ſo 
many of them: But on the Saturday afterwards, Mr. 
Body took them ; and we went up before juſtice Bur- 


dus, and he committed them: They both denied the 


tact before the juſtice. As we were going with the two 
priſoners to Newgate, ſomebody called out, hey Jack, 
where are you going? and the boy Swannick, the 


priſoner, replied, that he was going to the Start for nim- 
ming a Cull in his Eye; then ſwore he wiſhed he had cut 


off his head, for then he would not have whidelled 
again 


| " Queſtion. Where do you live? 25 


. Berry. In Cold-bath- fields; Ideal in horſes, and keep 
ſtables there. | > 5 {1,420 

William Body. I was applied to by the proſecutor to 
take up the priſoners. I went on the Thurſday with 
the proſecutor and Mr. Berry to Chick-lane, where Sal- 
mon had ſeen them, but there were ſo many of them 
that we were afraid-to attack them ; Salmon the proſe- 


cutor ſhewed them to me, and I ſaid leave them to me, 


and I will endeavour to take them ; and on Saturday 


morning I met with them accidentally by myſelf inChick- ; 


lane, between ten and eleven o'clock in the morning; 
when I caught hold of them I was knocked down, (and 
J muſt ſpeak it to the piaiſe of the houſe-keepers in 
Chick-lane, not one of them came to my aſſiſtan ce) 1 
ſaid gentlemen, you won't ſee me murdered ? I pulled 
out my conſtable's ſtaff, and one d—nd me, and faid 1 
was conſtable for the county but not for the town. 1 
ſaid for God's ſake help me up, for I had hold of both of 


them, and held them faſt, and the gentleman in the 
Muff-coloured cloths * protected me, and we brought 


themboth off, and had them before Eſq; Burdus, But 
| * Bi | before 


* Macdaniel, whom he pretended to have no acquain- 
tance with. | : 388 


* happen 


of lage Daniel, alias Iriſh. 
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before this Body had quite gone thro” his evidence, it 
ta flip from him that Macdaniel, went in at 
one end of the ſtreet, and he at the other, in order to 


take the lads. _ | 
Thomas Morrice. 1 know. that the n were taken 


up as 3 perſons, it mi ght be ſix weeks or two 


months ago, and committed to Bridewell, but when they 
were diſcharged I cannot tell. 

Swannick. The priſoner inſiſted in his defence, that 
he was in Bridewell when the ſact Was committed, or 
ſaid to be-committed. .; 

Baily denied the fact, but had nothing at all to offer 


in his defence. 


Queſtion. To the proſecutor Salmon; where do you. 
live 7 Salmon. I live at the bottom of Lincol n's-Inn- 


| Fields z, I have bann 2 houſe-keeper there for eng 


ears. 
- Both guilty of the F elony and Robbery, Death, 
The jury: recommended them to his majeſty's mercy. 
It is needleſs to make any further obſervations on this 
trial, unleſs it be to e inconſiſtencies of Mr. 
Body' s evidence, 
Wk: Newman and James NS two boys were 
ied, September 18, 1750, on the evidenee of 
Timothy Bradds, alias Tim the Taylor; for robbing 
— alias One- ey 
Jemmy, on Sept. 2, of one value one ſhilling 
and ſixpence, one ſilk handkerchief one pair of leather 
ſhoes, one penknife, and 15: 6d. in money. 
This was carried on by John Berry, Woodward, 


Harlow, Timothy Bradds, — Daniel, and James | 


Eagan z and done in the yard where Berry dwelt. 

he fact was as follows: James Daniel was waiting 
ready to be robbed; Timothy Bradds, drew the two 
poor wretches near the place, then ſtepped up the gate- 
way and robbed James Daniel by his own conſent, un- 
known to. Newman and March, whom he ordered to 
wait for him; then joins them company, ves one of 
them a hat, (he having none before) and the other the 
penknife; upon this — and Berry who 1 
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planted on purpoſe, made a puſh as if they would ke 
them, but failed in their attempt for that night; 


the next day, Tim took care to betray them both, into 
their hands ; the profecutor and thiet-takers appear-on 
the trial to be all ſtrangers, cee to their former 


practices. 
The knife, a remarkable dne, is proved to be fonnd 


upon the priſoners ; and the confederate of the thief- 


takers, Tim Bradds, who had drawn them to the place, 
and committed this pretended robbery himſelf, and who 
ts admitted an evidence, declares them to be equally 
concerned with him in the ſaid robbery, and that they 


had aſſociated together, =. went out that ws; with f 


an intention ta rob, 


In the taking of theſe two un happy Iads, we find Ber. | 
i 


xy a {mall matter concerned w Harlow ; but as to 


Eagan, it is not perceivable that he had any hand in 


taking them; neither did he mount, which is the cant 
word for giving evidence: And yet in ſharing the two 
hundred pounds reward for taking the lives of theſe 
— creatures away, I find the names to * as 

ows: 511 l 


To james Daniel, — "= 0 
To Woodward-Archer Harlow — 70 o © 

To John Berry 22>. ,,640 EC 'Fe 
To James Eagan *" — 25 0 0 
"And to bone ri 'Y ws Evidence — 15 © © 
200 0 0 


They likewiſe received 80 1 agreeable to act of paws 
liament, but how diſtributed, I know not. 


N. B. James Daniel confeſſed before he Beds with : 


great grief and anguiſh of mind, that the above lads 
were ingocent. And ſaid, he owed Berry about fix 
— ; and that he, Berry, thereupon 
compelled him to agree to this ſcheme of- being robbed, 


in order to raiſe money to pay him. Daniel died not 
long ſince in ane ga ca very” moiſenys 
; dle. * 

I find ſomething rol nnd ble in the ſpeechof a - 


poor fellow who was tried for his life and convicted on 
the evidence of an accomplice, and ſome Thief-takers, 
at 
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at the lummer aſſizes at Kingſton, 1951, (at which 
h place theſe men have done a great deal of buſineſs) this 
man's name was Henry Brion, and-executed. for. rob; 
bing of William Bates in Batterſea- Fields. 
This being within five miles of London, was ſuffici- 
ent to entitle them to one hundred pounds extraordina- 
ty; but whether Bates knew of the contrivance or not, 
I cannot tell; I hope he did not. The evidence's name | 
was John Carr; and he ſays, they went out together 8 
with intention to rob, &c. GE 3 
The priſ6ner ſaid amongſt other things, viz. Ido 
not mind my life any more than I mind the fly that 
* flieth before my face; but it grieveth me exceedingly, 
© that theſe Thief-takers ſhould bail out thieves, to take 
in fuch wretches as myſelf, to go upon a lay, which is 
* unknown to us; that is, they do the fact, commit a 
© robbery themſelves, and our lives are taken away for 
the reward, &c. &c.” RAS DIRTY 1 a 
At the ſame ſeſſions at Kingſton, the honeſt Cobler,“ 
of Lambeth, was tried for robbing one James Hadnot z. 
and a very remarkable and poſitive evidence he gave, 
ſupported by Stanly, Chails, and Penprice, all Thief- 
takers, and evidences on former trials; but the jury 
ve no credit to their teſtimony, therefore he was 
uckily acquitted. 177700000 Ae ed 
In ORober ſeſſions, 1751, Alexander Byrne, James "= 
Malone, and Terence M*Cane were drawn in to rob, - 1 
or be preſent at the robbing of Benjamin Smart (not in 
the ſecret) the perſon employed to draw in the above, 
was Charles Wayland; who gave me the following 
account of that tranſaction, viz. wx r 
That he was adviſed and employed by Stephen | | 
Macdaniel, Tho. St—ly, Mark Chails, and Peter Ro- | 
* binſon, to introduce himſelf into the company of any | 
« perſon or perſons (the more the better) that he ſhould 
think fit for the purpoſe, and endeavour to induce, 
them to rob with him, any perſon they ſhould meet 
* with. And in purſuance of ſuch directions, he did 
introduce himſe}f into the company of the above- 
named Byrne, Malone, and M*Cane, all bis country- 
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men, and did prevail on them to go out that night 3 

and he himſelf undertook to provide arms, of Which 
© he acquainted Macdaniel, St ly, Chails, and Robin- 
© fon ; and Macdaniel furniſhed him, the faid Wayland, - 


with arms for his companions; which were two 


«ſwords and a piſtol ; which piſtol, Maedaniel was in- 
« truſted to load. but which was to be with nothing 
© but powder, that they, the Thief-takers might the 
* bolder attack them her the robbery. ſhould be done; 
© yet that treacherous dog Macdaniel, always like him- 
* ſelf, put a bullet into the faid piſtol, as will appear 
< preſently. - as N ks... 
The ſcheme thus ſettled, Wayland had took care 
© to get his Companions out that night, with thoſe arms 
he himſelf had provided; they robbed Benjamin 
Smart, at his own door in Petticoat-Jane : Which 
© done, Wayland told his companions, that he knew of 
© a houſe where the woman's ſon went · out on the ſame 
account, and where they might have ſomething to 
drink in ſafety ; they agreed to go where he directed, 
-and accordingly he led them to the houſe of one Mrs. 
' Bofworth, likewiſe in the ſecret, and a company-keep- 


er of Peter Robinſon ; nay, it was Robinſon's own 


© houſe ;| though on the trial they call it hers, and ap- 


. © pear to the court to be ſtrangers, | 


They being ſafe in the houſe or room, Wayland 


_ ©-propoſed to ſend the woman for half a gallon of beer 


(being the ſignal agreed on) to a public houſe juſt by, 
© where was n, ready for that purpoſe, Macdaniel, 

-ly, Robinſon, and Chails, who followed the 
woman with the beer, and ruſhed in upon thoſe | 
* thoughtleſs poor wretches, who did not dream of the 
© ſnare which was laid to take away their lives; they 
«*'tuſhed in I ſay, all but Macdaniel, who knowing 
« what was in the piſtol, kept back until that was off; 
* the others truſting to Macdaniel's veracity, thought 
* themſelves ſafe; and therefore, when Mark Chails 
was ſhot in the ſhoulder, and roared, out moſt hide- 
duſly, St. ly cried out never mind it, as thinking 
© he was ſhot with powder only, 


They 


1 ; 1 7 5 on, "Ee by 
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They were ſoon taken; for Wayland ſeized one of 
4. his 'companions, and then the Thief-takers had but 


As to the part he acted, he was well pleaſed with it, 
© jt making the caſe look the better. 

How far the poor wretehes under conſideration; and 
who loſt their lives for it, Joined in the robbery, I can- 
not undertake to tell, but the'ſnare is plain, for beſides 
what Wayland faid to me, it appears: on the trial, that 


would turn evidence in the morning, 

— although the Thief-taker, Robinſon ſays he was 
going by that houſe, and heard a quarrelling, and went 
and calſed St ly, Wayland aſſured me it was Robin- 
ſon's own houſe : And We *Canefays in his defence, that 
they were taken in Robinſon's own houſe. 


as affair ? be ſaid he believed the woman Boſworth 
would declare it, for that Robinſon had left her and was 
one to Ireland, where he was hanged; that Mark 
hails is likewiſe hanged; and St — fled : » He 


on the trial, and which is now in the hands of the 


ſtol. 


am informed no Point of law could have ſaved him from 
the gallows. 

The fame ſeſſions was tried, William Holmes, John 
Newton: and Francis Mandeville; for robbifig of Jo- 
ſeph Chandler (not in the ſecret with them) theſe three 
wretches appear to have been drawn into this robbery 
by the contrivance of the Thief-takers who took them, 
and their confederate or agent who robbed with, be- 
trayed, and was evidence againſt them, viz. John Si- 
monds, known at Neygate and at the Old Baily, by 
the name of Spaniſh Jack ; who himſelf was executed at 
Maidſtone in Kent, on Thurſday, April 8, 1756, for 
ſtealing a ſilver tankard. 1 6 


Ihe ſaid St—ly is now in Newgate. 


two tb conquer; and wen the danger was over 
Macdaniel had as much courage as the e beſt of them, 


the evidence Wayland, aſked the perſon robbed (after 
his companions were gone) where he lived, and . he | 


I aſked Wayland what other proofs he had relating to 


ſaid he could brin ng good proof, that the pittel produced 
Sheriffs of London or  Middtelox, was Macdaniel's pl- 
N.. B. If Macdaniel ſhould be tried for this fat, 1 


N 


S 
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JN. B. This Simonds or Spaniſh Jack, in his dying 
eech declares, that he was put inticing othersto 
30 with him on the highway, and. with them to com- 1 


ma. robberies, and then to betray them for the ſake of 
2 the rewards, to the Thief. takers; and that he did re- 
r ceive money from time to time for that purpoſe from 
r Macdaniel, St—ly, Ralph Mi —ell, and one Bal—ne; 
* Fn and they did promiſe him, let what would happen, he 
ſhould be admitted an evidence, or they would bring 
him off ſome other way. He owns he was to have been 
- of the party who robbed and murdered the brewer's 
Clerk near Well-cloſe-ſquare, but that it happened. he 


was not, 


| * This ſame villain, was ſuppoſed to have been one of 
; thoſe who robbed and murdered Mr, Fargus, near the 
N Barking Dogs; tho' in his 2 he ſeems poſi- 
[ tively to deny it. But the queſtion is, whether any 
| great regard is to be paid to the words of thoſe abandon- 
| ed wretches, who have paſt their lives in practiſing ſuch 

| © horrid ſcenes of villainy (words that | favour themſelves) F 
} even tho? ſuch words eſcape from them with their lateſt 
= ki breath. Ing „ e 430y 

© "wp 8 The fix hundred pounds reward paid, for convicting A 
11 the ſix laſt mentioned unhappy creatures, viz. Alexan- 
der Byrne, James Malone, Terence M*Cane, William 

Holmes, John Newton, and Francis Mandeville, was of 
diſtributed in the following manner, viz. ; 34 

F 1 ö N ef $8. "0s : | 

1 To Benjamin Smart, proſecutor— 63 15 0 5 

Is 0 Stephen Macdanie!l 35 0 0 ve 

| Nathaniel Harris — 35 o 60 co 

F Ralph Mitchel] — — 35 0 0 co 

* Thomas Stanly — — 35 o 0 w] 

© | = Peter alias Patrick Robinſon —- 35 o o to 

. Mark Shale , — 35 0 0 Wi 

1 | 2 Melner— — 3 18 © fei 

2 4989 omas Freeman — — 117 6 We 

r George Muſto ?, —e — 1 1 as 

144 George Ballard | —— —— 117 6 63 

Charles Wayland, the evidence -——. 16 17 6 

; | — — W 

0 1 85 300 © 0 to 

r YN 


be 


— 


— 
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To oſeph Chand ler, proſecutor — 23 0 6 


imothy Remmington — 22 19 0 
William Neſbett— 22 19 'o-' 
Iſaac Francis . — l 22 10 0 
Ralph Mitchell! — . — 20 12 6 
Thomas Stanly — — 20 12 6. 
Stephen Macdaniel — .- 14: 20 13. 6 
Nathaniel Harris — 20 44 6. 
Joſhua Collett— 20 12 6 
George Balendine — 20 12 6 
Peter alias Patrick Robinſon 20 12 6 
Mark Shales— — 20 12 6 
Edward Milling  — _ — 20 12 6 
Even Sax | — — / 15 0 O 
John Simonds, the evidence — 710 0 


1 . Rd . 9 1 2 300 0 

For each of the aforementioned convicts) 300 o 

was paid 4ol. by act of parliament, 240 © 
but how diſtributed, I know not. | 


Amounts in the whole to — 840 0 


N. B. The perſons robbed appear to have no manner 
of connection with the Thief. takers. Hört e 

beg leave to make one obſervation in regard to the 
great diſproportion of the number of convicts, now at 
this time, to what they were before I made this diſco- 
very: For, I find in September ſeſſions 1749, fourteen 
convicted for real and counterfeit robberies, in the 
county of Middleſex only; and ſor the 1 of 
whom was paid 14 hundred, and 14 forty pounds; 
together, 1960 |. but if we take the whole year 1749, 
we ſhall find forty-five convictions for real and counter- 
feit robberies, in the ſame county only; and for which 


oloool 


* 


was paid 45 hundred pounds, and 40 pounds, for each, 


- per act of parliament. The total of this ſum is 
00 | | | 


I find likewiſe, that from the time of this diſcovery, 
which I brought to light at Maidſtene, Auguſt 15, 1754, 
to this preſent time, being almoſt two years; no 2 
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than fifteen have been convicted for the ſaid county of 
Middleſex. e e 
2 | 240 reren (a WEL: bY 
T* HE next who preſent themſelves upon this ſta 
I (of iniquity, is Mary Jones, * with others, We 
accomplices. This will ſet in a true light another 
cies of contrived Tobberies ; Viz. houſe:bredking'by | 
appointment of the robbe. 
Different men are fit for different branches of 'buſj- 
neſs; und T have a Thief-taker, or maker, in my eye, 
who has dealt pretty largely in this way, and has con- 
victed three or four at a time; lads at the age of chir- 
teen or fourteen: But as the reward for taking theſe 
was not ſo large as that for apprehending highway rob- 
bers, they were not quite fo frequent, and only put in 
| 2 actice now and then, to keep up trade, or theit hands 
3 in. I ſhall content myſelf with one inſtance of this ini- 
: iS quitous branch. BOS. 0 Oy 
Y In December ſeſſions 1753, which began on the 5th 
FF day, Chriftopher Woodland 2 into the trap which they 
= had laid for him; being indicted, for that he, on the 
. 2 of December (but two days before ſeſſion) about the 
C hour of nine at night, the dwelling-houſe + of James 


- — 


* 


- 


- 


h , i Wo Ho ro 


Is '  Gahagan (alias Eagan who was killed on the Pillory) did 

B. break and enter; and three ſhirts, one pair of blankets, 

1 one linen counterpane, two ſmoothing irons, four can- 

1 dleſticks, four plates, and a pair of mettle ſhoe-buckles, 

3 . did fied, 6 ĩ 00th ? © 317 

F — in his evidence ſaid, that he went out on the 
| 


Monday night, the time of the robbery, about eight 
o'clock, and left his houſe faſt ; that he returned 
ten, and found it broke open, and the things gone; and 


- * - LY LY CY * - LY 
„ + 


"3 that Mary Jones (who keeps a broker's ſhop in Broker s- 
132 alley) ſent to him next morning an account of her ſtop- 
"he ping the things he had loſt, and the perſon they were 
found upon. | ett | Wes. 
Mary Jones ſaid, that two men came to fell the things” 

to her, and that ſhe ſtopt the things, and the priſoner; 


and 


KS be who ſwore away the the life of Kidden the 
- es porter, and whoſe blood ftill cries aloud for vengeance.” 
5 F Only a ſingle room taken by Berry, for that purpole- 


12 2 * 
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ks the other perſon ran away; and that ſhe ſent a | 


man to find an owner at Saffron-hill, and he luckily 
heard him (Eagan) aying | in the derte chat he had 
been robbed. 


But now hear what account Blee give me ofthis ate, % 


as ſoon as taken, VIZ. 


ado $44 


= Homas Blee ſaith, a on or- We Ps ; 
0 ning of December 1753, John 'Berty of 


© ton-wall, took a ſingle room on Saffron-hill, of . 


« Mr. Eveneſs, OR, Eagan a Shoemaker, and put 
Atherein a few trifling things of inconſiderable value, 
© viz. blankets, pewter, plates, &c. borrowed from 
© one Mary Jones, for that purpoſe; and that Berry, 

* Macdaniel, » Logan, and Mary Jones, deſired Blee to 


get a perſon to 
© him to them, for the ſake of the reward. That ac» 


* cordingly, he perſuaded one Chriſtopher Woodland 
* to aſſiſt him in the attempt; and to render it the more 


* eaſy, Eagan took care not to lock the padlock that 


« faſtened the door, the night the robbery was to be 


© committed, 


* Blee and Woodland got into the room, and. took a 
few things, and carried them to ſel] to the faid pe & 


Jones; and then, as had been agreed, they 
* Woodland, and let Blee eſcape. "Woodland was tri- 


ed for this at the next ſeſſions ; but as his character 
* was not ſtained before, he was found Fulle of the fe- 

ppointed them 
* of the reward; and they were to ſtop the expence 


* Jony only, and tranſported. . This di 


© thereof out of the next job of this nature they were 
to be concerned in. 


© Blee ſays, the firſt conſultation relative "REY was i 


between Berry, Jones, and himſelf, at the George in 


* the Old Baily, the ſame night that Chriſtopher Wood | 


© land was acquitted of the burglary, and found guilty. 


* of felony only; by Woe 9 miſſed of the ex- ; | 


* peted 'rewa 
The trial being over, an Eagan the proſecutor 
out of company, Berry {aid with an oath, * that old 

4 fellow has done it FA badly, I ſhall be all this ex- 

A "Fo out of pocket; we muſt have ſomethin next 


Ip him to break it open, and betray” 


eſſions 


64 A irue 
« ſeſſions that will anſwer. better, and which muff bear 


l dat the time of robbing her, 


< help her into the Chaiſe, She got in, and that 1 9 
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© theexpences.” * And he lays, * ſame month; 
* viz, December 1753, Berry ſent him very early one 
morning to Macdaniel's houſe by Ragg-Fair,. with or- 


© ders to tell him to meet at his (Berry's) houſe that 


morning, about the affair: And accordingly Macds-. 


* diel came with him, the ſaid Blee, to Berry's houſe . 


about eleven o'clock ; that they found Berry and Jones 
© together ; that they all four conſulted together; and 


that it was then agreed, that Mary Jones ſhould be 


the perſon robbed, as ſhe had fo rich a ſon in-law,. 
and could appear fo well, that no one would 1 
her; Blee received the reſt of his inſtructions from 
« Berry.” |; 333 Hf as; 


In January ſeſſions 17 154 one month after the laſt. menti - 
oned tranſaction of this villainous tribe, Joſhua Kid- 
den was indicted, for that he, on the King's high- 
way, on Mary Jones did make an aſſault, &c. and did 


take from her perſon one guinea and four ſhillings and 


fixpence. Ae 
of AR Jones in her evidence faith, that ſhe 


x6 lives in Brokers-alley, Drury lane ; and that 


« laſt monday was ſennight, i. e. January, 7, 176% in 
© the 9 ſhe went to Mr. Berry, wy alled him 
«© to go with he 


© turn, and at the Plow at Tottenham, ſhe got out, be- 
© cauſe the horſe kick d; that ſhe walked, and by the 
Seven Siſters (ſeven elm-trees) as ſhe was ping to 
« get into the Chaiſe, two fellows came and robes er, 
« &. And that the priſoner at the bar (Kidden) held a 
© knife to her breaſt, while the other took her pocket 
and money. mar Os Late? 
* Mary Jones further ſaid 2 the trial, that Kidden, 
on a white waiſteoat, 

© no coat, and a flannel cap. The other had a blue 
© coat, and a great ſlouch'd hat; ſaid, Mr. Berry cal- 
? led a man who was coming by, and defired him to 


. — — 


* *** 3 
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r to Edmonton; that they went to the 
© Bell, and ſtaid there three hours; and that on their re- 


* 
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then went into the Croſe- keys, where they had a 


* glaſs of rum; and at the turnpike were told, that two 


men had tun thro” there, as faſt as they could, we 
* purſued them to Newington z * (Mr. Berry) en- 


« quired after ſuch men; and the patroles anſwered, 


that two men had run by They were then, in my 


fight; and I deſired the patrole to ſtop them: One of 


* the thieves jump'd the ditch, and got off ; but the 
« priſoner was taken. 

This was at the farther nd of Newington ; + A 
we took him to a public houſe a little way from the 
town. 1 He was in the ſame dreſs as when he com- 
mitted the robbery, and he owned. every thing; ſay- 
ing, another man brought him that way, but he did 


* not know for what; and that he was not the perſon 


vho took the money. He owned he held me by the 
* arm, and that he pulled out a knife upon me. He 
confeſſed the ſame before the Juſtice. | 

* Berry (it being his turn to mount, as they called it) 
confirmed what Mary Jones had faid, and mentioned 
* 2 man being with them ; but very carefully conceal- 
« ed his name, until the court brought it out of him ; 


and then he ſaid, it was the officer that went with 
them, to take the man at Edmonton, and his name 
was Macdaniel. He was aſked, how many people he 


* had proſecuted? and he faid, only a man for horſe- 


© ſtealing. Several people gave the priſoner a very good 
character: But he was tound guilty, and executed for | 


this fact. 


"*%. 


Upon this unhappy creature Kidden' 8 er firſt 


taken up, and committed to jail, he ſent a letter do his 


iter, and her huſband, Mr. Chriſtopher Goddard, im- 


ploring their afliſtance, and declaring, in moſt ſolemn 


terms, his innocence, (which well he might) and this 
was ſucceeded-by the lolbwing * m——— Mr. ' 


e ede 
* Dur 


* Sue en the Ship at Stanford-hill. 


5 + She means e for chat was the e Kid- 
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Dear brother and ſiſſer, Jan., 13, 17 
7 | | | 4 
wy | er YA (44 h ant iy 


Fed eee age | 2 
| ©, Have made bold: to trouble you with theſe lines; 
I Qhoping you are in good health, and beg of :you-to 
come and ſee me; for I have no comfort at all; for 
all the comfort I have in this place, is to read the lets 
© ter which you ſent me: And I pray to, God Almighty 
co comfort me; for it grieves me to ſee the people 
come backwards and forwards to them (the other pri- 
ſoners) and I have no body at all; tho' ſtill I am very 
) © © thankful to you for your goodneſs to let me want 
© for nothing. The bearer's huſband. has been very 


© the, orelſe Ido not know what would have become 
__ » % of me; for the is 'a very good-natured woman: 80 
x © no more at preſent. My love to you and my fiſter. I 
© remain, BUTTS HHH A B41 (HE Sf Earth bas 12 ** 


# 
7 


T - Your loving and unfortunate brother 
beet ret r ee DEG nc? een een 
« ta " | we {71 Ii itte eg 
P. S. I beg for God Almighty's fake, you would 

© help me all that lieth in your power; for I am Joaded 

6 . » . 5 3 eb 
© with irons, which is very troubleſqme to me.. 


ET 1 


2 
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Directed as beformſſeadd 1 fig 
Dear ſiſter and brother, Jan. 18, 1754. 
| 155 n „güsdug 211 neat 
I Beg that you would be fo good as to come and ſee 
1 me, for God's ſake; for I am very ſick and weak; 
and this night we are all to be double- iron d, and to- 
morrow Morning we go down to the Old Baily; 
* which is almoſt ready to break my Heart, when 1 
think on it: But TIhope God will give me e 
| 6; £0 through it; for I pray to him day and night. There- 
Fe fore, I beg you will not fail to come or ſend ; But] 
* ſhould be very glad if you would come; for I want to 
„ © talk with you. I ſhould be very thankful to you, if 
you would ſend me a ſmall matter; for I ho 
| | DATE 0 


careful of me ever ſince I have been here, and ſo has 


” „eee eee 
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rowed ſome to pay for ſome purl, for to nouriſi me; 
* for there is not a bit of fire to fit down by, and wy 
* hips are) black and ſore, with lying on the boards ſo 
many hours. Therefore, I beg you would my excuſe 
« ſending to you; for I know not what 1 ſhall do with 
myſelf, I am ſo terrified with the place. I do aſſure 
« you, I have no converſation with any of them in the 
* goal. So no more at preſent; but ſtill remain, 


Vour unfortunate, but loving brother, &c. 


— 
8 


— 
——— 
— 


Another of his letters was as follows :* 
6 Dear and lovi ſiſter, „ Newgate, Jan: 18. 1754. 
A Heſe few lines comes from your miſerable and 
* '& unfortunate brother, to let you know that I re- 
i ceived your letter, and the ſixpence which you ſent 
me, and am very thank ful. to you for it; for it was of 
6 — ſervice to me; for we have nothing allowed us, 
* but one penny - loaf a day. which is but of little com- 
fort to us. Dear ſiſter, Lbeg you would afflict your- 
« ſelf as little as poſſible, for your own health's ſake, 
and your family ; but compoſe yourſelf as much as 
« poſlible, and be aſſured that Lam innocent of what I 
© am charged with concerning the robbery ; for as God 
© 1s above all, and knows the ſecrets of our hearts, 1 
had neither knife nor ſtick in my hand, neither did I 
* meddle with the woman ; which makes me a great 


deal eaſier in my afflictions. I pray to God Almighty  - 


day and night to pardon my ſins, and to receive my 
* ſoul into his moſt glorious ki 
« you will take care ſhall be prayed: for in the church. I 
do aſſure you, it is a great grief to me to think what a 
* diſgrace this misfortune» has brought upon myſelf and 
family innocently. Therefore I hope you will all for- 
give me. There is two poor unhappy wretches along 
with me, locked up in darkneſs ; never a bit of can- 
dle, but what we are obliged to buy (as they all do) 
at one penny a-piece. Therefore, I beg you would 
not let me want a ſmall trifle to get me neceſſaries to 
comfort me. We have nothing in the place to par Fs 
| | OR | ttle 


ngdom .; which, I hope, 5 | 
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© book to read in, and a blanket to put over 


* * therefore, 1 | 
.* ſend me 3 ſoon as poſſible. Pray re- 


* " a . — 


* 1 
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little water or beer in; therefore, I beg you'would 
ſend a pitcher that will hold three or four quarts,” 0 
at 


© night, which will be of great ſervice to me in my af. 
© flition. The keeper tells me, we ſhall be Rowe 
s * ſunday for an hour or two, and our friends may come 
in, and: ſee us then; therefore, I beg for God Al- 
* mighty's ſake, you would come and ſee me then; 
* which would be a great comfort and ſatisfaction to 


* your afflicted brother, under my misfortunes ; there- 


« fore, I beg you would not debar me of that one fa- 
vour. My bones are very ſore with lying on the 
boards, and I am very weak to what I was when I 
* was out. You may come in any time on ſunday, and 


© ſee me: and I beg you will-defire my friends to come 


© and ſee me, if they pleaſe ; for 1 ſhould be glad ta ſee 
them before I depart this life, and go out of this trou- 
* bleſome world into everlaſting glory 


is very hard with me. We\are thirſty, and have we 
* thing to put any drink in 3 and I am ws 4 dt, 
have nothing to nouriſh me, but a morſel wy 
I be g you would 4 my affliction, and 


member my duty to my father and mother, and beg 


of him to come and ſee me: and my love to all rela- 


tions and friends. So no more at preſent from 
Your unfortunate, bet ftill affectionate, 5 
| And loving brother, 
Jos uA KipDen. 


27. 8 pray Jefire my relations and Friends to come 


and ſee me, for God's ſake, and comfort me as 
much as they can. And I beg for God's fake, you 
would not fail to ſend me a . book, that I may 
read to the * wretches that are wi me. 


hf” — n 
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In th letter of bis Ge Jint, 2 21, 1754. eh ; 


f 1 Received the things which you ſent me to- day very 


ſafe, and am very thankful to you for them, and 


< eſpecially for the books, Which, I hope with God's 
_ + bleiing, will be of great feryice to me, and the to- 


lory. I have had no 
meat from the tap-houſe fince Thurſday ; therefore, it 
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4 read over often and often, which was of 
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ſufferers along with me. The letter which you | 
ent me the other night with the prayers in it, I did 
great comfort 
to me. I do aſſure you, I will do all that lieth in my 
« power to make my peace with God; who, I _ 
will have mercy. on my ſoul, and-receive me into 
« moſt glorious ki where I ſhall have reſt eternal, 
and be relieved from this wicked world; a world full 
of trouble and vexation, es, ſorry you ſhould blame 
me for not e courage before the judge, 
vhen you are ſenſible I never nets any judge be- 
fore, which made it a great ſhock to me; and to hear 
them wicked wretches which ſwore ſo falſly againſt me. 
] beg you would not fail to come and ſee me to- 
© morrow z- you need not be afraid, -for there is no body 


Jv 


4 that wall hurt you. 


Dear ſiſter, I beg you'll deſire my father, and all 
my relations, to come and ſee. me as ſoon as poſſible; 
for God Almighty knows I have not a long time to be 
in this world: but I hope God of his infinite mercy - 
* will pardon my paſt — and (for Jeſus Chriſt, our 
Redeemer's lake) bave mercy upon my departing ſoul” 


Josua Krob. 


P. 8.1 beg for God Almighty's lake, you would not 


fail . come and fee me to-morrow.” 


* 


— "HE 0 —— Gl. A. 
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In another letter, dated Januar 28, 1754; deen. 


4 Should be very glad if you would ſend me 6 fow- 
Oranges for to ſuck ; for I am very dry, and I can- 
not drink water nor beer; and I could eat a little bit 
of bread and butter, if you would be ſo good a“ to 
* ſend me alittle butter, I ſhall be thankful. I had my 
*. couſin W on to ſee me on Sunday, and he gave 
me half a pint of wine mulled to drink, and my wife 
« was with him. I hope father and mother is well, 
and ſhould be very glad toſee them. I beg you would 


* come and ſee me as ſoon as poſlible, and fend to me. 
- r remain, 
but loving brother till death, 
Juosuva N 
| 3 


I * ſomething ot a robbery committed on her, but ſhe 


- 0 | . 
* a . \ - = * 
* 0 * „ * 
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His caſe was bliſhed in the dyi ſ 3 anda 1 
3 it was; in ar 
account of every tranſaction previous to and on — py 
tal day to him, and moſt ſolemnly denies the rob 
that he had Knowledge of a robbery, with his 
breath. And amongſt other things declares, — 
1 n mme 
was done, if any was done. 6 


The Ordinary of Newgate cc continues | his comms es the 


ere en een ſayings Air 


© His friends as ſoon as they found what a ſcrape he 
had got into, being alarmed by his ſending to acquaint 
© them that he was committed, reſolved to ſee him, that 
they might know whether his calamity deſerved theit 
© aſſiſtance or no. They went to him, and received the 
account as hath been related; from which he never va- 
* ried from firſt to laſt. The account he gave of the mat- 
© ter, encouraged them to enquire further into it, that 
they might find whether his ſtory was true or not, be- 
fore they applied to ſeek any intereſt to ſave his life. 
They went to enquire for the proſecutrix; but ſhe was 
not to be found, tho they enquired at the houſe 
' © where ſhelived, in Brokers. alley in Drury-lane, as the 
* faid upon the trial; nor could 1 Kidden' s friends meet 
with any one in her neghbdarkood that had hewe of 
© her being robbed at all. 

Upon their ſecond enquiry they n out whend 
' © ſhe lived ; and thon the people of the houſe had heard 


was not to be ſeen. Her character being enquired in- 
to, was reported ſuch, 4s: (I ſhall only fay what they 
* told me, ſaith: the ordinary) encouraged them to be- 
* lieve the young fellow s ſtory true; and then they did 
* endeavour to ſave his life, bay but their application had not 
© the deſired effect. However, their enquiry was ſuf- 
© ficient to ſatisfy them in their own minds, that his de- 
* claring himſelf innocent of the crime laid ta his charge, 
did not proceed from a r to n, 
Ae * was truth ĩtſelf. | 


n, 
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gleeꝰ's account of theſe trauſactions, exactly correſpond- 


ing with Kidden's, I'ſhall pleaſure my readers with a ſight. 
o iv information reluting thereto, taken the gth of Au- 


| 1754, (t bis being cho firſt time 1 
Baden 5 ld morn e 


he informa of Thom Be taken the cm ef Au- 


| galt, 1754 


HIS Toformang faick, thatifn n 


December, ning of January laſt, Ste, 

* ith Macdaniel of Scroop's-court, John Berry of Hat- 

« ton-wall; Mary Jones of Drury- lane, Loudon, wi- 

„ concerted and agreed, with this informant, to 

et, or introduce into his company, one or more per- 

* ſons, to commit a robbery on the highway, and after- 

« wards to cauſe the faid_perſon "Ind fare to be appre- 

hended and convicted e! ſnare che reward 
« for conviction. 


* In conſequence Wee, this * g0t acquaint- | 


© ed with one Joſhua Kidden, at the ſign of the Caſtle 


in Chiek-lane, at the bottom of Saffron-hill ; and the 


© ſaid. Magen complaining for want of work, this in- 
formas seid bim, that he could help him to a job at, 
Tottenham, to remove ſome -goods for a man 
that was afraid his landlord. would ſeize them for rent. 


Tottenham being the place mentioned, becauſe it had 


been agreed by Macdaniel, — and Jones, that the 
« intended robbery ſhould be committed 


$ informant to do the job; this informant promiſing him, 

whether they did it: or not, to pay him for his trouble, 
b nd IOW Wie him know the time when it would 
« be ; and the firſt opportunity afterwards, 
accatated date, Berry, and Mary Jones, that 
' be had got a man that he thought would ſerve their 

* purpoſe; and Berry 
him to the fign of the prince Frederick ia Leather- 


under ptetehce to drink, chat be (Berry) might have 2 25 
view of him; which having taken, and approved of 


8 na "he ga N c n 7s 754. 
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thereabouts; in 
„„ ender t6 intitle them to'the-fubſonigtonary-reward: of 
* fered there.) Kidden very readily agreed to help this 


ordered this informant to — ä 


r 8 . 4 hats nnn 
72 A true and faithful Narrative, &c. 
* On which day, Blee likewiſe had acquainted Ni. 
den, that they muſt go and do the job at Tottenham, 
Berry, Macdamie], Jones, and this informant, mes 
; * at the ſign of che Queen's-head, Hatton- 
Wall. Tas 153844 ST” 
Berry had that morning ſent this informant to buy: 
* ſmall pen-knife, and broke the point off it himſelf, in 
order to give it to Mary Jones, that ſhe might be rob- 
bed of it; and likewiſe folded up a piece of paper in 
the form of a letter, and gave it to this informant, 
* which he was to ſhew to Kidden, as a letter to the 
« perſon, for whom they were to do the job. Bery 
* likewiſe hired a chaiſe of one Mr, Smith, a corn- 
* chandler on Hatton-wall, for himſelf and Mary Jones, 
and made uſe of his own horſe to draw it; and Mac- 
: * daniel was to walk.  - por re ene 
And the ſaid Berry, Macdaniel, and Mary Jones, 
© went to the Bell at Edmonton, and returned to the 
* Plough at Tottenham, (as they afterwards told this in- 
* formant; and he verily believes) during which time, 
and as had been agreed by Berry, Macdaniel, Jones 
© and this informant, he took Kidden out of L 
% under pretence to do the job at Totten hana 
Sf © Berry having given this informant ſome money arent 
"MB: * Kidden with (about five ſhillings) he did, aegordmg 
ES. to fhe directions from Berry and the reſt, give that mo- 
© ney to Kidden, under pretence that he himſelf had got 
no pockets; but with deſign, that after Mary Jones 
© ſhould be robbed by this informant, Kidden might 
© be the eaſier induced to put the pen-knife, marked 
half. penny, and half. crown, into his pocket likewiſe; 
and they being found upon him, and ſworn t0 by 
* Tones, would make his conviction the more certain, 
And this informant ſaith, that they bought pork- 
© ſtakes at a ſhop in Leather-lane, and that they ſtopped 
and had them dreſſed for breakfaſt at the ſign of the 
N Golden Lyon at Newington - green; that they had ſome 
9 diſpute with the landlady about dreſſing the flakes 
| that they went from thence, and then ſtopped at a pub- 
lic houſe the further end of Newington town, towards 
i Tottenham, and from thence they went to the Plough 
Si © at Tottenham, the houſe he was ordered to wait 
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« that they bad ſeyetal pints of beer, until n 
« would draw them no more; that he remembers the 
ople . at this houſe were wafhing, for the cloth 7 
- i about the fire to dry; that he heard the lan 
« lord's ſon fay he was to to Ring for a Wedding; 
« that on the landlord tefuling to let them have any 
« more beer, they went to the ſign of the Ship, yay 
« juſt oppoſite to the Plough, that they had at that hou 
« five or ſix pints of what they call half and half; that 
« the landlord drank with them; that there were ſome 
« kedgers with large gloves drinking at the ſame time; 
« that this informant yring part part of this time, not ſeeing 
nor hearing of the chaiſe, left Kidden at that ale- houſe, | 
and went opt under pretence to ſpeak to the man 
* whoſe de they were to remove, but in order to find 
Macdaniel and Berry, and that he went towards the, 
© Bell at . ea 3 2, at about half way he met. the. 
* chaiſe, with Berry and Mary Jones in it, and Macda- 
* niel walking bn t e cauſeway that Macdanief adviſed | 
© hint to return immediately $5, idden, _—_ he did, 
and When the chaiſe 7 to the Plough (as had 
been agreed) pretended the horſe deen. 0 at Mary 
Jones was afraid to ride. That they ſtayed there be- 
© tween two and three hours until n JS came on; that 
© this informant kept Kidden during this time, drinking 
* at the oppoſite ale - houſe, under pretence of waiting 
to do the be chat this informant went out often un- 
* det pretence to ſpeak to the man, but to ſpeak to Mac- 
* daniel, and as foon as it was duſkiſh Macganiel came in, 
© had a two-penty glaſs of brandy in a wine glaſs, and 
* gave this informant notice that the chaiſe'was going. 
This informant then, after ſtepping out, returned. 
and told Kidden that he had ſeen the man whoſe goods 
* they were ta remove, that he did not think it conve- 
* nient to remove that night; that he had ſatisſied him 
* for their trouble Ache thay they muſt come again ano- 
« ther tld, wid nen wes Weep hike And 
* this informant faith; that ſoon after they had paſſed 
Tottenham High- craſs, at about one hundred yards 
before yay come ta the fign of the Bull, there being a 
* pond on the left hand as you come to London, there 


* Kidden and this informant —— — 
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© Berry in it, Macdaniel being abreaſt of t 


chaiſe on 
© th ſide, 
0 oppoſite © being the VU: 1 hand ſide of the road, 


0 this informant an the left... 


* That Mary Jones was n Wal alkin def bee 55 herſelf; 5 , and 
Bul been agreed on, 


0 turning the corner by the 
in order that he the ſaid Kidd en 75 be preſent, or. 
© near, when this informant ſhould fob her; and he, 


his informant,; walked, with, her about. fxty. yards,, 


being then near oppoſite to a little white 905. in Sir 
Michael Foſter's A hy la e d informant faid ſay 

* to Kidden, go you on, about 175 
« 'yards diſtance, he ber Keek e ſeyen elm 
trees, called the e Kidden not in the leaſt, 


knowing or thinking of my robbery, intended; at which. 
his informant balf A. crown, 

* a marked half nny, and a Penknife with a broken 
« point ; Berry being at that time at a ſmall diſtance in 

© the chaiſe, and Macdaniel amongſt Sir 21 Foſter's 
* trees, and both in ſight, it 22 7 ve brigh t moon 
« light e evening, and the road, full of Prop ple goin 1 


time Mary Jones gave to 


* wards and forwards, and ou v. five or 
« paſſed juſt after, going from, ondon, 


„This done, he this 19 5 ately left Mary 


© Jones, and went and joined company with Kidden, 
h 0 which I have. 


and ſaid, here take this alf r 
© taken out of the woman's pocket, and 98 me the 


© ſhilling you have left, and I will buy ſomething f for 
0 Fo and we will have i it. dreſh at the Fox as we. go. 


© home. 
N. B. That houſe being at firlt intended : to take Kid- 


den at. 


And this informant catth, that Kidden [ied much 


© ſurprized, and greatly to diſlike this action of his, and 
© his offer; nevertheleſs, they went on to 7 a Now, 
' pace till they came to the Bird-cage 


© and there ſtopped 


* paſſed forwards through Newington, ” where Kidden 
* would have croſſed the fields to Iſlington, but was 
© perſuaded to keep the main road by this informant, he 
being directed ſo to do by Berry and Macdaniel, in 
order that they might purſue and take Kidden j thi 


* loformant being at n CLI bs eſpe, | 


tamford-hill,, 
and drank a pint TN” beer, and then. 


A true and faithful Narrative, &c. ys © 
.* He further ſaith, that paſſing on near Kingſland, - 
* and hearing the chaiſe coming and ſeeing Macdaniel, 
he ſaid to Kidden, walk on and I will-follow you, and 
immediately Macdaniel paſſed this informant, wha 
pointed to Kidden, and who faw Macdaniel take him 
into cuſtody ; and then this informant got over the 
* bank and-croffed the fields to Old-ftreet, and waited 
« at the fign of the London Prentice by Berry's order 
for the chaiſe, in order to have carried it home, whilſt 
* they went before juſtice Withers, he being the juſtice 
fixed on; becaufe they thought if they went before ' 
any juſtice at Tottenham or Newington they would bg 
more inquiſitive, and render their ſcheme abortive. , 
«* But the chaiſe not coming as expected, he, this in- 
«© formant, went home, and concealed himſelf for ſome 
© time in Berry's hay-loft, but afterwards coming down, 
© and ſeeing the chaiſe ſtand, as he thought, in ſome 
danger of being robbed of the harneſs and cuſhion, he 
therefore took them out and put them in Berry's 
' houſe, and acquainted Mr. Smith's family (who wag 
* owner of the chaiſe) therewith , and whoſe maid and 
* this informant put the chaiſe in its place; and. then 
this informant went to the fign of the Caſtle, at the 
bottom of Saffron-hill, where this informant firſt got 
* acquainted with Joſhua Kidden ; there he called for a 
* pint of beer, but before he had drank it all, being then 
about ten o'clock at night, one John Lingley came 
and called him out, as he ſaid, by Berry's order; and 
© juſt at the door ſtood Berry and ones.. 
* Berry ſaid, dn you, you ſon of a b—h, what do 
you do here? Come away, for the conſtable and Mac- 
daniel are after you, and I ſuppoſe they will bring 
pentlow ® with them; on which, this informant ſaith, 
* he did not go back for his beer, but went with Berry 
* and Mary 2 towards Hatton-garden ; and in go-— 
ing along Berry told this informant, that Kidden was 
committed, and had told the juſtice this informant's- 
* name, and where he was to be found, and that they 
would certainly have taken him, had not Macdaniel 
* infiſted on carrying Kidden to goal firſt, in order to 


G Keeper of New-priſaze | 
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* give time to Berry to put him out of the way; thou 
8 dee it was promiſed that if he, this informant, Wat 
® taken, the woman was to ſay ſhe could not ſwear to 
© him; but this frightened them a little; and this in- 
4 formant ſaith, that he was generally concealed on days 
9 at Macdaniel's houſe (who then lived in Back-lane, 
0 Rage and on nights at Berry's ; but being ſuſpeQ- 
* ed by Kidden's deſcription, had like to have been ta- 


© ken by Bath and Watts, two Thief-takers, but believes 


Berry made them eaſy ; on which Berry gave him mo- 
* ney to go and lodge in the Mint till Kidden was hang- 
© ed, and then he ſaid he could tell no tales; and he did 
© lodge about one week in the Mint. 1 

And this informant ſaith, that the ſaid Kidden was 
* proſecuted for this pretended robbery by Berry, Jones, 
and Macdaniel, at the next ſeſſions at the Old Baily, 
and execiited for it in the February following; and 
© that the ſaid Jones, Berry, and Macdaniel received 


the ſum of thirty-five pounds and twenty pounds, as 


© rewards for the ſaid conviction; out of which this in- 


* formant received about fix pounds, for his ſhare ot 


part thereof. | 8 
And this informant faith, that Mary Jones had on 


| © (at the Queen's. head in the morning) a black ſilk cloak 


© and bonnet, that ſhe had ſomething in a handkerchief, 
© which he en was a red cloak, for when he over- 
© took her at Tottenham ſhe had a red cloak over her 


© hlack one, and that ſhe had the ſame on at Richard 


2 e door, when John Lingly called him out to 

Berry; the ſaid cloak ſhe put on, as he ſuppoſes, to 
© keep out the cold, it being very ſharp weather. 

EY | Signed Fw 

THOMAS BLEE. 

This information of Blee”s giving light to that iniqui- 

tous affair practiſed againſt, and to the taking away the 

fe of Kidden (and which without the ſaid information 


would, in all probability, have remained. for ever hid) 
ſet. me upon going one itep farther. 


BERRY 


B RRV and Macdaniel, whom I had taken as al- 

ready related for another piece of villainy, were in 
hold; and I was determined to uſe my utmoſt endea- 
vours to cauſe the third perſon, Mary Jones, to be ſo 
too: Whereupon, about two or three weeks after the 
commitment of the former, I made enquiry for her, and 
was told by her neighbours ſhe had left her houſe ever 
ſince the diſcovery and apprehending of the Thief-takers 


at Maidſtone ; neither could I get any certain intelli- 
| gence of her till about the 24th of January laſt, when 


r. Batterſon, a marſhal's-court-officer, came and offer 
ed to diſcoyer unto me the place where the ſaid Mary 
Jones was concealed; on which I applied to the wor- 
ſhipful juſtice Sperling, who granted his warrants to ap- 


prehend her. | 


On Sunday, Feb. 1, 1756, I met Mr. Batterſon and 


a friend of his, and Tom Blee by appointment, at Turn- 
ham- green, and from thence we went to Twickenham, 
at which place, I was then told by Batterſon, - that ſhe 
lived gt the houſe of Mr. Swan. Upon this I got the 
conſtable of the town to accompany me, and we toge- 
ther went firſt up to the houſe, which is fituated, with 
one other houſe only, at the upper end of a long walk, 
with cloſe Yew-hedges on each fide; the other houſe 
fronts the walk, and Swan's houſe is obſcured from fight 
on the left hand. | eee 


It was agreed that Mr. Batterſon, his friend, and Blee 
(this laſt being the only one in company who knew Ma- 
ry Jones) ſhould enter the lower end of the walk, juſt as 


myſelf and the conſtable turned the corner of the yew- 
hedge at the top. 3 

The conſtable had told me going along that he knew 
the perſon wanted, and that ſhe went by the name of 
Fanny; but in this he was miſtaken ; and it ſo happen 
ed, that juſt as we turned the corner I caſt my eye on 
Mary Jones going down the garden, but was not cer» 
tain it was ſhe, though ſhe anſwered the deſcription 
however, the conſtable at that inſtant going to the door, 
which ſtood open, and ſaying aloud to a perſon in the 
houſe, how do you, Mrs. Fanny? made me neglect the 


woman I had ſeen and go to the houſe ; and aſking the 


perſon 


E 3 


_- 


* 
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had 
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perſon whom TI found there if her name was Jones (tho 


2a.) Wh 


ſhe did not come up to the deſcription T had received) 
ſhe anſwered no. I then aſked if Mary Jones was at 
home. She replied, no, ſhe was gone to Hampton-court, 
and would not be back in leſs than a fortnight.” 
By this time Batterſon, his friend, and Blee were come 
up, and being IN. by the people of the houſe 
fronting the walk, the miſtreſs thereof (Mrs. Souden) 
came running to give Mary Jones notice to get out of 
che way; and not 8 as ſhe afterwards owned, 
mat Mary Jones was run down e ſhe wrung 


ber hands and cried, for God's ſake don't frighten us, 


what do you want? And being anſwered, only to ſpeak 
with Mary Jones ; ſhe ſaid again, whar do you want with 


| Her? ſhe is at my houſe, if you will not frighten her, 


you may ſpeak to her if you will go with me. | 
All this was done, as ſhe afterwards owned, to get us 
from Swan's houſe, that Mary Jones might eſcape ; and 
every method was taken by her, and the woman-named 
Fanny and ſome others, to make her eſcape the more 


-xertain. At this time came to me Thomas Blee, and 
_ "faid he had heard phe” Ay out at the bottom of 


*he garden (Which we could not fee by reaſon of a croſs 
Hedge) who is that breaking the pales? On which 1 
concluded, that the perſon that went down the garden 


Was certainly Mary Jones, and that ſhe was fled that 
way : I hereupon purſued down to the bottom of the 


garden and went into a houſe, the maſter and miſtreſs 
much oppoſing me; and having got a candle, and go- 
ing into a little dark cellar or vault, found Mary Jones 
ſquatted cloſe on the ground by the fide of the beer- 
ſtand : Blee ſaluted her by name, as ſoon as he ſaw her; 


and I aſked her if ſhe knew him; ſhe anſwered, no, the 


never ſaw the fellow in her life before. I then aſked 


her if ſhe knew one John Berry; ſhe denied that ſhe did 


at firſt, but afterwards owned ſhe did. I again aſked 
her if ſhe knew Macdaniel, or Eagan, or Gaghaganz 


all whom ſhe ſtrongly denied the knowledge of. I then 


aſked her if ſhe had not proſecuted houſe-breakers or 
footpads with either of them, and ſhared rewards with 
them; ſhe declared ſhe never had received any reward 
for houſe-breakers or footpads in all her life, 
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2 great rage againſt 
would hang 
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* he owed her money. 


occaſioned them to ſtop. 
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She then deſired not to be expoſed at a public houſe, 
but that ſhe might be permitted to go up to where ſhe 
came from; there, 'aftet-ſome'diſcourſe, ſhe burſt out in 
Berry, and called him rogue and vil- 
e, and then ſwore ſhe 
5" afterwards ſaid ſhe 

would hang them all? 23 | 


By this time à coach was provided, an ſne wan 
brought that night to the Jeruſalem-tavern, Clerken- 
well green; and the next day being Monday the 2d of 
February, the worſhipful juſtice Sperling attended there 
to examine her: I hid Iikewife revailed, with Mr. Ford 
to attend her examination, he having been ſo kind to 


lain to draw her into ſuchia/ſcrs 
im ſinee it was 


give his uttendauce at the time this worthy magiſtrate 


granted hid warrants for the apprehending of her: 
During her examination, ſhe declared that ſhe never 
or Blee in all her life- time, before Yeſterday at Twic- 

enam 
Said, the decaſion of her Nag to Edmonton the day 
ſhe was robbed,” was to enquire after one Morrice, 2 
* Wa 9 
hat ſhe never ſaw Macdaniel, nor was in Motown. 
pany in alb her life, ill that day ſhe" went 0 en 
and then overtook him on the road. 

Said, that when chey were at che Bell at Na ene 
he ſent Macdaniel to enquire” after Morrice, who war 


ſaid to live three doors from thence; and that the faid 
Macdaniel brought word he Was not to be found. ' ' 7 


Said the reckoning eame to about een ns or | 


two ſhillings; and that Berry paid it. 


Said, that wien they ſet out from the Bell! they ſear 
Macdaniel forwards to get ſome hot-pot ready at” the 
Plough againſt - they came. And afterwards ſaid, that 
when they came to the Flougyghe horſe Kicked; and that 


Being alked to reconcile that with getting the WP 


| ready: 


Said, Ke dit vor hoer, ben frwas the wack) : 8 
Said, hey ftay d at che Piougb till it was gn 55 


the ſet out for London. 
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Being aſked what the reckoning came to at the Plongh, 
T2 
: aid, about two ſhillings, that Berry paid it, be- 
. cauſe ſhe had no ſilver ; that dhe offered 0 changes 
Funes there, but could not. wo Wald ot ait 
That when they ſet gut, ſhe, by Berry's: direction 
' walked a little until ſhe came near the Seven Siſters (ſe- 
ven elm trees ſo called) and that ſhe there was robbed by 
Kidden and another; that Berry was anker. but pt 
10% know where Macdaniel, was ee f L 
Being aſked what the was robbed of s 1% ig 
Said, one guinea, A emen a halſpenny,. and 2 
0 eher . p Bb it, >116 
Being aſked how ſhe chme by that -holfocroway! a3 the 
Had no ver at the Plough to pay the two ſhillings; 
J. Said, the had the half-crown when there, büt "ol 
| Berry otherwiſe, becauſe he ſhould pa. 
3 Said, ſhe was to pay the Exponee of the ſg and that 
ſhe did pay Betry again. 

Said, the knife “ was taken on Kidden that * beld do 
her throat, but not the knife ſhe loft, nor none of he; 
money -- 

Declared, th that Genome er Berry nor r Macdaniel from 
at time until the trial of Kidden. 
| de 5 be never received nor claimed any part of th 
= rear 
0 * Owns, ſhe was gts at the ſettlement of den re 
% 1 : ward, before the recorder. 4 + © ff $6; Ti) 14 \ } {+3487 ; 
a 3 - That ſhe was allowed twelve pounds, but. never; 
1 it; can't write; never put her mark to any. inſtrument 
for the diſpoſal of it, or to enable any other perſon to 
leceive it. J 24. 24 eee "7 
Said, ſhe, gave the fame account before the zullen and 
at the trial. * her "IL 
— aſked how the came to run way to avoid 
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Anſel, that yeſterday or r Sunday de 1 n out of-the 
garden on ſeeing a ſtrange man, and beben the pales, 
and run into a Wr r e e 


„Vo knife was ken on Kidden, © 
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cellar, for fear of being prevailed upon to give her note 
for three pounds, which had been demanded of her, and 

not from any fear of being taken up or arreſted, upon, any 


account whatſoever. 


Said, ſhe left her houſe in Broker's-alley, and went 
and lived in the country ſoon after Kidden's trial; does 
not know who the other man was that robbed her; ne- 
ver ſaw him before or ſince, and does not know his 
name; and that ſhe went twice ſince to the Plough at 


Tottenham to enquire after Morrice. 


The examination being over, and Mr. Ford and the 
worſhipful juſtice ung attentively conſidered the mat- 
ter, they declared that the caſe was quite new, and that 


it was their opinion it amounted to murder, or at leaſt 


it ought in that light to be ſubmitted to the judgment of 
the court. Upon which the worſhipful juſtice was plea» 


| ſed to commit her to Newgate, for the wilful murder of 


ſhua Kidden, &c. and warrants of detainer for the 
ike crime, were granted by the ſaid juſtice, to detain 
Berry and Macdaniel alſo in Newgate. .. | , ., .. 
Iwo days after this, viz. Feb. 4, 1756, Macdaniel 
was examined before alderman Rawlinſon (juſtice Sper - 
ling being preſent) at Mr. Ackerman's, the keeper of 
Newgate's Houſe. A U 

When being aſked if he knew Mary Jones; 


Anſwered, he knew her very well, hat often been in oa; 


her company; knew her in her huſband's life-time, and 
had been at her houſe.” + - 8 1 
Being aſked the occaſion of his going that day to Tot- 
tenham ; Lis © 28 | * 
Anſwered, Mary Jones herſelf employed him to go, 
in order to arreſt a man; “ and that ſhe promiſed to 
give him a guinea if he did arreſt the man. That when 
they came to the Bell at Edmonton, Mary Jones and he 
went out together to enquire after the man, whoſe name 
was Morrice ; ſhe went firſt, and he followed at a little 
diſtance, in order to take a view of bim ; -that Mary 
E 5 Jones 


N. B. Macdaniel was once a Marſhal's-court- officer 
but diſcharged for miſbehaviour, Dec. 4, 1753, Wien 
was precedent: to this affair, c C 8 


5 
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Jones went to ſome houſe at a little diſtance from the 


Bell to enquire, but did not find him; that they left the 


Bell and went all'together to another poblic houſe, ſtay'd 
two hours and had a hot-pot, and left that houſe in the 
evening; he walked, and they i in the chaiſe, but thatſhe 
was robbed on foot. 

52 when ſhe had been robbed ſhe got into the chaik 
1 — that he drove after the thieves; and overs 
acdaniel defired him to take ng F _ tha his 

wok idden near Kingſland. =D | 


have now followed the 5 in this di abolical 
Tracey, to the taking away the lite of ano- 


Ther, a poor, almoſt friendleſs, and innocent creature. 


We have traced the perpetrators of this moſt black and 


moſt accurſed villainy through all their intricate mean- 


ders; neither could I entertain the thoughts of relin- 
quiſhing the purſuit, till I found theſe monſters fixed in 


thoſe dreadfu] apartments, appointed for the reception 


of the delighters in the ſhedding of blood; the de- 
ſtroyers of the repoſe and tranquillity of the human 
pe 


This dos, I ſhall in the next place exhibit to public 
view, the informations from whence fprung forth the 
indictment of thoſe ſcarcely to be parall oled villains, 
Stephen Macdaniel, John Berry, * their artful and 
bloody-minded accomplice Mary Jones, for the wilful 
murder of (the ſaid innocent 2e Joſhua Kidden, in 
maliciouſly cauſing him to be unjuſtly apprehended, 
falſly accuſed, tried, convicted, and executed, * well 
tnowing him to be innocent of the fact laid to his 
charge; with intent to ſhare to themſelves the reward, 


&C. 
Blee's account of this affair. which is the foundation 


of all che reſt, I have given oP | her 


» Feb.4, 1754 | + Ses page 71, &c. 


e De bots 


_ © would 
jobb or not he ſhould be paid for his trouble; that he 


LO 


And next followeth the ;aformation of ' Richard Jones, 


l nenn | 
H AT he keeps, the! Caſtte-Ale-touſe, at the 


bottom of Saffron-hill, and that he very well 
6 2 that on the Thurſday before Joſhua Kid» 


« den was taken up, for robbing one Mary Jones; that 
Thomas Blee and another Perſon, fince known to be 
* Joſhua Kidden, were at his houſe drinking, that he 
© heard Blee tell Kidden he could help him to a jo 
remove ſome houſhold ottenham, 

go with him there; that whether they di; he 


© heard Kidden ſay he would go with him. That Blee 
* and Kidden were at his houſe the Saturday and Sun- 


day following, and likewiſe on the Monday morning, 


* and both ſaid they were then going into the country ; 
that he remembers Blee came to his houſe that ſame 


6 11 and had ſome beer; that he was called out in 
, re eat haſte by one John Lingley, aud teft his beer 


hind him, and did not return to drink it; and that 
ſoon after this came Macdaniel, Pentlow, and a con- 


© ſtable to take a man, as they ſaid, for robbing on thẽ 


highway, but found none; that they did not-aſk for 


* Blee, but Pentlow faid, Macdaniel was the only one 


* amongſt them that knew the man they wanted; that 
jf Macdaniel had aſked for Blee, he believe he could 
6 ver eaſily have found him. 


hat ſoon after Joſhua Kidden was condemned, 
: (and hearing ſo much talk of him and the robbery) he 


began to think it muſt be the ſame man that went with 
© Blee, and that he had trepanned him; he therefore 
© went to Newpate in order to be certain, and found 
* the perſon condemned by the name of Joſhua Kidden, 
vas the ſame who went with Blee from ws hauſe to 989 


* into the country.” 3 1 
; 14-1: 7 "The 


* Blee at that in coat 1 nouel Mets 5 
3 to what Mary Jones ſays on the trial of Kide 
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The wife of the ſaid Richard Jones confirms his teſti- 
mony ; and ſhe moreover declares, that Macdaniel way 
ſo far from mentioning the name of Blee, that ſhe quar- 
relled with him for attempting to go up ſtairs without 
telling who he was in ſearch atter. OE POS 


The information of Mrs. Sarah Boyton, miſtreſs of the 
-, Golden Lion at Newington-green, the. houſe that 
Blee faith Kidden and he breakfaſted at on pork ſteaks” 


_ - as they went to Tottenham, January the 7th, 1754. 


M HIS informant faith, that ſhe very well re- 
c members to have dreſſed pork ſteaks for two 
©, men in a morning, and believes it to be two years ago, 
in January laſt; that they fat at a table in the bar- 
© room, over-againſt the fire-place; that they were 
pretty difficult, and behaved but very indifferent. 
s That ſhe charged two pence for dreſſing, accordin 

< to the cuſtom of her houſe, but they found fault wi 

«© it, and the abated it. That one of them was pitted 
© with the ſmall-pox ; and on ſeeing Blee, faith, the is 
* confident he is that very perſon. | fr: 1 


The in formation of Mr. Richard Jackſon, who keeps the 
ſign of the Plough at Tottenham, ſets forth, 72129 


s FF*HAT on Monday, January 7, 1754, he faw 
> two very ſhabby ſort of men, the one in # 
. © lightiſh coat or waiſtcoat, the other with a ſlouched 
© hat on, drinking at the ſaid Plough (then kept by his 
© father, ſince deceaſed). Saith, that on his fince ſee- 
© ing Blee, he verily believes him to be one of them. 
< Saith, it was waſhing-day, and that he went with ſome 
© others to church, to ring the bells on account of 2 
wedding. That on his return in the evening his fa- 
© ther told him, two men, one of which and a woman 
* who came in a chaiſe, had been drinking there all the 
© afternoon ; that he wondered they ftay'd till night, 
4 m their pretence for ſtopping was that the borſe 
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HAT,on 1 he believes 3 mth, 
WITS 54754 it being; waſhing-day at her father's, ſhe 
90 attended there; that her brother went that day to ring 
jor a wedding. That in the morning two ſtrangers 1 
* ſat drinking in the fore room, and went from thenee I 
6 to the Ship at the oppoſite fide of the way, her fa- _— 
ther refuſing to draw them any more beer On ſeeing 
_* Blee ſince, this informant faith, ſhe verily ans : 
to be one of them 
. © She. remembers likewiſe, that about two . 
two men and a woman with a chaiſe came there, wboſe N 
company her father did not like, and thereupon ſet 
On on, who is fince ded, to match that they did not 
* ſteal ſome of the linen. Upon their going -away, they 
wanted to change a guinea, which her father refuſed, 
+, * fearing they would cheat him. She further ſaith, that 
© according to the beſt of her remembrance. and belief, 
about the time of the chaiſe going away, ſhe ſaw one 
_ * of the men who came with it, ſtand talking at the 
2 * door of the Ship with one of the men who was drink- 
ing at her father's in the morning. 5 
William Davis and his daughter at the Skip at Totten- f 
bam, oppoſite to the plough; confirms the teſtimony. ß ; 
Blee, and of Richard Jackſon and his fifter, as far as | 
relates to Blee and another man being at. der . on ; 5 
the 7th of 1 above-mentioned. " = 


Robert Beels and William Robertſon 3 men, at 
Stamford hill, the firſt of theſe being aſked what he 
remembered of bi cc 


HAT. 2s the man and woman (Berry and Mary 

#7; Jones) came through the turnpike in a chaiſe, 
6 the woman ſaid ſhe had been robbed ; and being aſked 
* if he or his partner had told them that two men had 
juſt run through there as faſt as they could “, and that 


« e two * 


| * See pags bg. A 


either of 
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© faid he was ſure no ſuch thin ng . or could be to tag 
them, for no ſuch thing had hs A 1 
* they been asked ſuch a queſtion. 


| Williath Robertſon confirmed the abou, 1 ih Dat 
alice © That as the cbaſſe came up to the güte, A man 
was leading the horſe, and another” man ſcemed to 
©* walk abreaſt of the chaiſe on the canſeway:- That this 
latter got over the ſtile juſt as the chaiſe went thro 
* the gate. That be heard the woman ſay ſhe had 
been robbed near the Seven Siſters. Neverthelek, 
+ the putting her hand in her pocket, ſaid; ſhe was 
* richer than the thought, for ſhe had got half 3 crown 
and ſome half-pence, which - halfpencs ſhe gave the 
man that led the horſ ee. 

Richard Gwinett, Richard Man and Henry e. 
being the 3 at that time, I asked them if t 

remembered the time when Joſhua * 1 

den was taken ? They anſwered yes, very well; then 
' I asked them, if they told Berry that two'men had run 
paſt them; or if Berry or the women in the chaiſe asked 
them to flop them? They all ſaid no; they never ſaw 
them; ang were never asked about them by Sny BOY I in 
the chaiſe * ;- that they heard ſome talk of à ro 
and when they came to Adams's a'-public houſe, the 
ſign of the Swan, between Kingſland and Sbore dite 
D ret r r NN there | 


John Palmer a Buteher at Newingon Green, f 


4 HAT he ater on the 6th or 70 of Tanua- 
ry, 1754, as he was going along Kingfland rod 
6 ** the evening, he ſaw two men forcing another man 


into the houſe of Mr. Adams; that being defirovs to 


know what was the matter, he went in and ſaw Macda- 
© niel, and Berry, having Joſhua Kidden in their caſtod 75 
4 charged with a robbery s that knowing bis (Kidden's) 
father, he aſked him about it, on which he cried much, 
and ſaid he never robbed man, woman, or child in bis 


fe, and never had ſuch a thought ; and fo perfſted 


« al} the time he was there T: He ſaith that 221 Jones 
a eam 
* See page 65. f Ibid, "a 


uu. Pinter ind his wii who keep the ben a Edmon. 
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came in and ſaid, this is the man that held a knife to 
* my breaſt, and I will fwear to him. Tat Macdaniel 
© or Berry did not Hike'that he ſhould-talk to Kidden, 
and therefore, he, this informant, went away; and —_y 
he thought at that time the man was innocent 
Henry Palmer, brother to the above John, was 
at the ſame time, and confirmed what his brother had 
ſaid. As does likewiſe og Nr e nomad of _ 
Swan Alehouſe. 


ton, both declared, 


"HAT that they remembered Maedaniel, Berry, 
and Mary Jones's being at their Houſe in Ja- 
* nuary 1754,but neither of them know of the oy Jones 6 
* making enquiry after any body. — 2.3 
* They further declare, that they ks not Goon 4 
their knowledge) the ſaid Jones from that time to this; 
and that they know no of one Morrice a taylor *, 
nor of any ſuch perſcn's ving 1 in 22 neigh- 
. bourhood.” 1 


Mr. Janies Wartiner, clerk to | Juſtice Withers, bee 


whom Ferner was carried, ſaith ; 


E kink hows Macdaniel and Berry many years, 
$ that when Kidden- was brought by them before 
* the juſtice, and charged with a robbery, he was appre- 
* henſive he was to be made a facrifice; in order to 

put money into their pockets ; that he thereupon que- 

* ſhoned Macdaniel, how he came to be there ſo luckily, 
and wondered that no mob followed them, as is uſual 
in ſuchcaſes ; Macdaniel replied; he had been at New- 
* ington about buſineſs, but did not ſay, as he remem- 
bers, that he had been at Edmonton. Saith, that Kid- 
den ſo far from awning a robbery, (as is alledged) 
* cried terribly, that he ſtrongly inſiſted from” firſt to laſt 
* (whilſt-there) that he knew of no robbery, but that he had 
n employed by one Thomas Blee to go to Totten- 
«ham, to remove ſome houſhold goods, and if the 
| 1 


* See page 79, and r. 
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that Berry, Macdaniel, and Mary Jones was preſent 
when Kidden made that declaration. 

And he further ſaith, that when he was making the 
recognizance for Mary Jones, he aſked her where ſhe 
lived? Macdaniel anſwered, in Long-Acre, in the 
pariſh of St. Martins in the fields: he then aſked, if 
* ſhe was married or a widow ?. ſhe anſwered a widow, 
and added, Macdaniel could have told you, for that 
he had known her ſeveral years, and that he knew her 
in her huſband's life-time ; and: faith, they both then 
* declared they were old acquaintances. 


Mr. Thomas Cooper, the Conſtable that had Kidden in 
+ Charge, and carried him to goal, faith; | 


Sb HAT he often declared himſelf innocent of 
C any robbery, and faid that one Thomas Blee 


* houſhold goods; that if Mary Jones was robbed it 
was by him the ſaid Blee, and that Macdaniel, Berry 
and Mary Jones were preſent, and heard Kidden make 
that declaration: + that after Kidden's commitment 
was made, he faith, he propaſed to take Kidden a- 
long with them, and go to the Caſtle at the bottom of 
Saffton-hill, to endeavour to take Blee, Kidden ſaying, 
he got acquainted with him there, and did believe they 
might eaſily find him; but Macdaniel replied, - he 
knew Blee and would take him before he ſlept, and 
inſiſted on carrying Kidden (whom he pretended to 
look upon as a deſperate fellow) to Goal firft, for fear 
(as he faid) he ſhould make his eſcape. He faiih. he at 


charged him and Berry to aſſiſt him, but Berry deſired 
to be excuſed, ſaying, he was lame, and could do 
but little good, but he inſiſted he ſhould go; Macda- 
« niel defired he might be excuſed, ſaying, they could 
„do without him, and fo Berry went away with Mary 
© Jones, it being then about g or 10 O' clock at mos 
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See page 65. 6 114 51 N 
155 They never in ſuch caſes told the right place of 
abode. e _ 


woman was robbed, it was by him the ſaid Blee ; ſaith, | 


. employed him him to go to Tottenham to remove ſome 


laſt conſented it ſhould be as Macdaniel propoſed, and 


22. 


, , . , <2 
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A true and faithful Narrative, Cc. 89 
b, dich, Mary Jones had on a black cloak and bonnet; 
ut and a red cloak over it, and that Mary Jones was pre- 
| « ſent at the payment of the reward at the Salutation in 
he © Newgate-ftreet, and had, as this informant believes, 
he « 15 pounds for her ſharez and this informant further 
he « ſaith, that he went on Sunday March r4th to New- 
if gate, and was ſhewed into a room where there were 
, © ten or twelve women, amongſt whom was Ma 
bat © Jones ; and that he picked her out, and ſays that ſhe is 
ner the ſame perſon who ſwore againſt Kidden, before 
Juſtice Withers. | | | 
„ a T HOMAS COOPER. 
* John Lingley, now of the pariſh. of St. Saviour, 
. ” Southwark, declares, | 
; of c HA T-ſome time in January 1754, about ning 
ice I or ten o'clock at night, he being then in Chick= 
"ng * lane, was called to by Berry, who he knows very 
dit well, and who deſited him to ſtep into the Caſtle- 
Try © alehouſe, and aſk if my lord Blee was there, and if 
ake W « , to tell him to come to him immediately; and this 
ent « informant ſaith, he went and aſked for Blee, and was 
1 directed to him in a back room, and found him with a 
n of * pint pot before him; and that on being called, he came 
ing, and left his beer behind him, and went away with 
hey Berry, and a woman who was in his company ; that 
be © ſhe was a ſhort woman, and had on a red cloak and 
and « black bonnet; and this informant ſaith, that on Mon- 
| to day March the eighth, he went to Newgate in order 
_ to ſee Mary Jones, that he was ſhewed into a room in 


* which were fix or ſeven women, that he directly 
pointed out Mary Jones, and ſays, he is ſure ſhe is 

© the ſame woman that was with Berry when he, this 
© informant, called Blee out of the Caſtle ; and that 
3m os Berry and Blee went away together up Saffron- 
Hill.“ | a 


an Anne Lingley, wife to the above, and Servant at that 
time to Berry's wife, or company-keeper, confirmeth the 


acquaintance of Berry, and Jones, and of Berry and 
Blee ; and that Berry ſupplied Blee with money, a gui- 
. | | - Nes 
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nea at one time, and * e 
titled to. 


Anne Watlon, who v was "ſervant. to the ſaid Berry" | 


wife, confirms the acquaintan of Ber Jones and 
Blee, very fully. 0 mm 


Mr. Gardner, clerk to 83 TI AL ID, 4. de- 


clared, that on the firſt of March 274, be attended 
the claimants to the reward upon, the conviction of . Jo» 
ſhua Kidden, at the Salutation in. Grey Friars, News 


n and which by paid of fallews, was 7 * 


J. 


Jones, 18 0 0 
R 44 0 © 


To los Bye 8 


5 And to Mr. Coo the conſable - Nj 0 


„„ „ 


T1939 TIES 140. 0 0 
14 1 1 * ' 12 p o 
l , 2 7 '* © 14» . 4 Þ 
* 0 K 0 } * 1 _ 
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weren fer rex ud by 

| | V Mary Jones her mark, + 
| 21 1 err 5 Stephen ee EY, = 
„ bes Ber „ 


in anno 2 34; 


Mr. Hertford figh-conftable of Fine) Divi, 
attending the execution of Kidden (being acquainted. 


with his relations) juſt as the cart was about bein 
from under the ſid Kidden, he expoſtulated,wi 
told him what a terrible eee it would be =o his 
guilt, to die with a lie in his mouth: When che poot 


. 


creature in the moſt ſolemn manner protet ſed; his 1 inno- 


cence; and that he neither robbed the woman bimſelf, 
neither did he know any thing of her being robbed. 
2 Lore 2 of 


E ING: poſed of the e evidencs, dads 


& anne 


— 


Newgate, ba _ wo. 


Mary Jones ſafe in Newgate, as before related 3 
three days after her commitment, viz. Feb. 5th,.; 1756, 
I preeatod my humble memorial to the Lords of the 
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veal praying their abftance i in an affair of ſo - 
conſequence to the pablick juſtice of the nation. 


Their readily referred the proſecution of 
2 2 


of Macd aud Jones, to their Lordſhip's 
ſolicitor Mr. Sharpe, under hob great care they have 
been accordingly indicted, tried, and convicted for the 


wilful murder of that unfortunate youth Joſhua Kidden, 


by thus compaſſi ng his death, and afterwards execu 
their moſt execrable putpoſeè in the manner above — 

But a queſtion having aroſe upon the trial, whether 
the facts they ſtood indicted of, amounted in law, to 
murder.: that important queſtion remains now to be 


argued before all the OTE: > Jas 06 


4 


JOSEPH COX. 
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